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More Indian newborns
die on the first day than

in any other country
Save the Children released its 14th an-

nual State of the World's Mothers

(SOTWM) report: 'Surviving the First

Day.'

This year's edition focuses on the stag-

gering number of newborn deaths that

occur in a baby's earliest days -- and the

opportunity to reduce this universal

tragedy.

The SOTWM report is released each year

around Mother's Day to provide a glo-

bal status report of maternal and infant

health worldwide. It includes data on

women's health, children's health and

economic wellbeing for 176 countries.

On the Mother's Index -- the global rank-

ing system for maternal and infant

health -- Finland, Sweden and Norway

top the list, while Sierra Leone, Somalia

and the Democratic Republic of the

Congo bring up the rear. The United

States fell from number 25 to number

30 in 2013 and is also the country in

which more than half of all first-day

deaths in the industrialized world occur.

More newborns die on the first day in

India than in any other country, accord-

ing to the latest 'State Of The World's

Mothers 2013' report. Every year, over

309,300 children (29% of global share)

in India don't live beyond the first day

because of complications associated

with preterm birth, hygiene and mater-

nal health. This makes India infamous for

leading both maternal and new-born

deaths globally. The report by US based

Save the Children which ranks 176 coun-

tries on maternal and child mortality will

release globally.

Canada becomes the
first country to
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A worldwide gang of criminals stole a total of $45 million in a matter of hours by

hacking their way into a database of prepaid debit cards and then draining cash

machines around the globe, federal prosecutors said Thursday -- and outmoded

U.S. card technology may be partly to blame. Seven people are under arrest in the

U.S. in connection with the case, which prosecutors said involved thousands of thefts

from ATMs using bogus magnetic swipe cards carrying information from Middle

Eastern banks. The fraudsters moved with astounding speed to loot financial insti-

tutions around the world, working in cells including one in New York, Brooklyn U.S.

Attorney Loretta Lynch said.

Hackers got into bank databases, eliminated withdrawal limits on pre-paid debit

cards and created access codes. Others loaded that data onto any plastic card with

a magnetic stripe -- an old hotel key card or an expired credit card worked fine as

long as it carried the account data and correct access codes.

A network of operatives then fanned out to rapidly withdraw money in multiple

cities, authorities said. The cells would take a cut of the money, then launder it

through expensive purchases or ship it wholesale to the global ringleaders. Lynch

didn't say where they were located. It appears no individuals lost money. The thieves

plundered funds held by the banks that back up prepaid credit cards, not individual

or business accounts, Lynch said.

There were two separate attacks, one in December that reaped $5 million world-

wide and one in February that snared about $40 million in 10 hours with about

36,000 transactions. The scheme involved attacks on two banks, Rakbank in the

United Arab Emirates and the Bank of Muscat in Oman, prosecutors said.

The plundered ATMs were in Japan, Russia, Romania, Egypt, Colombia, Britain, Sri

Lanka, Canada and several other countries, and law enforcement agencies from

more than a dozen nations were involved in the investigation, U.S. prosecutors said.

The accused ringleader in the U.S. cell, Alberto Yusi Lajud-Pena, was reportedly

killed in the Dominican Republic late last month, prosecutors said. More investiga-

tions continue and other arrests have been made in other countries, but prosecu-

tors did not have details.

An indictment unsealed Thursday accused Lajud-Pena and the other seven New

York suspects of withdrawing $2.8 million in cash from hacked accounts in less than

a day. Such ATM fraud schemes are not uncommon, but the $45 million stolen in

this one was at least double the amount involved in previously known cases, said

Avivah Litan, an analyst who covers security issues for Gartner Inc.

Middle Eastern banks and payment processors are "a bit behind" on security and

screening technologies that are supposed to prevent this kind of fraud, but it hap-

pens around the world, she said.

Some of the fault lies with the ubiquitous magnetic strips on the back of the cards.

The rest of the world has largely abandoned cards with magnetic strips in favor of

ones with built-in chips that are nearly impossible to copy. But because U.S. banks

and merchants have stuck to cards with magnetic strips, they are still accepted

around the world.
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withdraw from the
UNCCD

Canada has decided to quit the United

Nations Convention to Combat Deserti-

fication (UNCCD) after accusing its bu-

reaucracy, becoming the first and only

country outside the UN agreement.

Canada becomes the first country to

withdraw from the United Nations Con-

vention to Combat Desertification.

It now has 193 country Parties to the

Convention except Canada, making it

truly global in reach.

The UNCCD is a Convention to combat

desertification and mitigate the effects

of drought through national action pro-

grams that incorporate long-term strat-

egies supported by international coop-

eration and partnership arrangements.

The Convention is based on the prin-

ciples of participation, partnership and

decentralization, the backbone of Good

Governance and Sustainable Develop-

ment.

The Convention, the only agreement

stemming from a direct recommenda-

tion of the Rio Conference's Agenda 21,

was adopted in Paris on June 17, 1994,

ratified by Ottawa in 1995 and entered

into force in December 1996.

ISRO's PSLV-C20 Rocket
Successfully Launched
SARAL and Six Other

Satellites
Six foreign micro and mini spacecrafts

as well as the Indo-French oceano-

graphic study satellite, SARAL (Satellite

for Argos-3 and Altika) were launched

successfully by ISRO's PSLV-C20 rocket

on 25 February 2013 from the spaceport

at Sriharikota.

The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)

of Indian Space Research Organization’s

(ISRO) flew from first launch pad of

Satish Dhawan Space Centre and was

successfully put into the orbit. The Presi-

dent of India, Pranab Mukherjee wit-

nessed this launch from mission control

centre at Sriharikota.

n 410-kg SARAL with payloads - Argos

and Altika

n Two micro-satellites UniBRITE and

BRITE from Austria

n AAUSAT3 from Denmark

n STRaND from United Kingdom

n Micro-satellite (NEOSSat)

n Mini-satellite (SAPPHIRE) from

Canada

These seven satellites were launched

successfully by PSLV which depicted its

versatility and recorded 22nd success-

ful flight consecutive. ISRO also has

plans to launch the Geo-Synchronous

Satellite Launch Vehicle that has indig-

enous cryogenic engine, along with the

India’s mission to Mars, both of which

are scheduled for 2013.

SARAL, the unique satellite

n SARAL is said to be a very unique

satellite which serves the research

community.

n This satellite will assist the re-

searchers in oceanographic studies.

n SARAL will study the sea surface heights

and ocean currents.

n ARGOS-2 will help in collecting the

data, while Altikameter will be re-

sponsible for measuring the height

of sea surface.

n SARAL will also assist researchers in

studying about the climatic devel-

opments.

n Its practical applications include

study of migration of the marine

animals, continental ice studies,

protection of biodiversity and

coastal erosion.

First woman ever prime
minister of  Great Britain

& Britain's Iron Lady
Margaret Thatcher dies

Margaret Thatcher, the first woman ever

to serve as prime minister of Great Brit-

ain and the longest-serving British prime

minister of the 20th century, has died

at age 87. Thatcher had significant

health problems in her later years, suf-

fering several small strokes and, accord-

ing to her daughter, struggling with de-

mentia. During her long career on the

political stage, Thatcher was known as

the Iron Lady. She led Great Britain as

prime minister from 1979 to 1990, a

champion of free-market policies and

adversary of the Soviet Union.

Many considered her Britain's Ronald

Reagan. Indeed, Reagan and Thatcher

were political soul mates. Reagan called

her the "best man in England" and she

called him "the second most important

man in my life."

The two shared a hatred of communism

and a passion for small government.

What America knew as "Reaganomics"

is still called "Thatcherism" in Britain.

Like Reagan, Thatcher was an outsider

in the old boys' club. Just as it was un-

likely for an actor to lead the Republi-

cans, the party of Lincoln, it was unthink-

able that a grocer's daughter could lead

the Conservatives, the party of Churchill

and William Pitt -- that is, until Thatcher.

She led the Conservatives from 1975 to

1990, the only woman ever to do so.

Personal Life

Thatcher was born Margaret Hilda Rob-

erts Oct. 13, 1925 in Grantham, England.

She attended Somerville College, Ox-

ford, where she studied chemistry and,

later, in 1953, qualified as a barrister,

specializing in tax issues.

n She married Denis Thatcher Dec.

13, 1951, and their marriage lasted

for nearly 52 years until his death

in June 2003. The couple had twins,

Mark and Carol, in 1953.

n When Thatcher was elected to

Britain's House of Commons in

1959, she was its youngest female

member. In 1970, when the Conser-

vatives took power, she was made

Britain's secretary of state for edu-

cation and science. In 1975, she

was chosen to lead the Conserva-

tives, and she became the prime

minister in 1979.

n Her policies were controversial. She

took on the nation's labor unions,

forcing coal miners to return to

work after a year on strike.

n "We should back the workers and

not the shirkers," she said in May

1978.

n She pushed for privatization, lower
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taxes and deregulation. And she

sought to keep Britain from surren-

dering any of its sovereignty to the

European Union.

n Thatcher's admirers say she rejuve-

nated Britain's faltering economy.

Her critics say the rich got richer

and the poor were left behind.

n In the inner cities, Thatcherism

brought a violent backlash. There

were calls from her own party to

change course. But Thatcher re-

sisted. "You turn if you want to,"

she said in October 1980. "The

lady's not for turning."

n She had courage in abundance. In

1982, when Argentina invaded the

Falkland Islands, she took Britain to

war -- and won.

n In 1984, she narrowly escaped be-

ing killed when the IRA bombed her

hotel during a party conference.

The morning after, she convened

the conference on schedule -- un-

daunted.

SAARC Literature
Award 2013

SAARC Literature Award was presented

to five writers at Agra during the two

days SAARC Festival of Literature on 10

March 2013. A poet-diplomat from In-

dia Abhay K was among the five writers

to be honoured with the prestigious Lit-

erature Award.

Other writers to be honoured with this

award were Farheen Chaudhary (Paki-

stan), Abdul Khaliq Rashid (Afghanistan),

Suman Pokhrel (Nepal) and novelist

Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka).

The award is annually presented to the

eminent writers of the South Asian re-

gion for their contribution in the promo-

tion of literature through their writings

as well as literary initiatives. The SAARC

Literature Festival 2013 focused on en-

vironment, literature and cultural con-

nectivity. The First-Ever SAARC Writers

Conference was organized in April 2000.

60th National Film
Awards

The 60th National Film Awards were

announced on 18 March 2013. Films

such as Kahaani and Paan Singh Tomar

were given some of the big awards at

National Film Awards which are said to

be the most popular film honours in In-

dian Cinema.

The artists who gave benchmark perfor-

mances in acting and film making in the

year 2012 were rewarded in the National

Film Awards 2013. The list of winners

chosen by the jury in National Film

Awards 2013 is as follows :

n Best actor: Irrfan Khan for Paan

Singh Tomar and Vikram Gokhale

for Marathi film Anumati

n Best film - wholesome entertain-

ment : Vicky Donor

n Best film on social issues: Spirit

(Malayalam)

n Best Animated Film : Delhi Safari

n Best Children's Film: Dekh Indian

Circus

n Best Supporting Actress: Dolly

Ahluwalia for Vicky Donor

n Best supporting actor: Annu

Kapoor

n Best original screenplay: Sujoy

Ghosh for Kahaani

n Best screenplay (adapted): OMG

Oh My God

n Best actress: Usha Jadhav for

Marathi film Dhaag

n Best actor: Irrfan Khan for Paan

Singh Tomar

n Best Playback Singer - Male:

Shankar Mahadevan for Bolo Na

from the film Chittagong

n Best Playback Singer - Female: Aarti

Anklekar Tikekar for Marathi film

Samhita

n Best Choreography: Pandit Birju

Maharaj for Vishwaroopam (Tamil)

n Best Editing: Namrata Rao for

Kahaani (Hindi)

n Best Special Effects: Eega (Telugu)

n Best sound recording: Gangs of

Wasseypur

n Special Jury Award - Actress:

Parineeti Chopra for Ishaqzaade

n Special Jury Award - Actor: Nawazuddin

Siddiquie for four films

n Special Jury Award - F ilm:

Rituporno Ghosh for Chitrangada

The National Film Awards are most

prominent awards given away to the

film fraternity. These awards were es-

tablished in 1954. Annually, the national

panel is appointed by Government of

India which selects the winner. The

awards are presented by the President

of India in the official ceremony.

Bihari Puraskar For
2012

Rajasthani author Hariram Meena was

selected for the Bihari Puraskar for 2012

for Hindi novel Dhooni Tape Teer. The

novel was published in 2008. Dhooni

Tape Teer is a novel based on the deaths

of tribal people in Banswara in Rajasthan

on 17 November 1913.

The Bihari Puraskar is selected annually

by a panel, which at present is headed

by Nand Kishore Acharya.

n Bihari Puraskar was instituted by K

K Birla Foundation in 1991.

n It is given on a yearly basis to the

Rajasthani writers for their literary

works in Rajasthani or Hindi pub-

lished in last 10 years.

n The award includes a citation along

with a cash prize of 1 lakh Rupees.

n Hariram Meena was born on 1 May

1952 in Sawai Madhopur in

Rajasthan.

n Various publications have been

credited to his name and these in-

clude one novel, two anthologies

and one travelogue.

Science Express
Biodiversity Special

(SEBS) Train to be Re-
launched

The Ministry of Environment & Forests

decided to re-launch SEBS (Science Ex-

press Biodiversity Special) train in the

2nd phase of the programme on 9 April

2013 from Delhi Safdarjung. The present

run of the train is the 2nd Phase in the

two phase programme envisaged to

cover a minimum of 100 locations on

Broad Gauge network of Indian Railway

across the entire length & breadth of the

country. Of the 16 coaches of Science

Express- Biodiversity Special, 8 are solely
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dedicated to showcasing the myriad

biodiversity spread across all the bio-

geographical zones of India through a

variety of interactive exhibits, short films

& videos that are shown on Plasma &

LED TV screens, large format displays,

kiosks, backlit panels, and so on.

The rest of coaches have interesting &

informative exhibits on Climate Change,

Energy and Water conservation and

topical issues in science. The popular Joy

of Science Lab is mounted in an exclu-

sive coach in which students are guided

to perform various experiments & activi-

ties to understand concepts of various

themes projected in the train. In addi-

tion, on the railway platform where the

train is halted, young visitors are encour-

aged to play several exciting games as

well as participate in quizzes, painting

competitions, elocutions, just-a-minute,

etc. The window panes of the entire

train have also been judiciously used to

put up posters on the numerous species

of flora & fauna found in India which

keep the visitors engaged while waiting

for their turn.

SEBS was launched on 5 June 2012

(World Environment Day) with a view to

create awareness amongst masses in

general and youth in particular about

the exceptional biodiversity of India.

Australia Won Sultan
Azlan Shah Hockey

Tournament 2013 for
the Seventh Time

Australia, the World Champions won the

Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey Tournament

title for the seventh time on 17 March

2013. Australia defeated Malaysia 3-2 in

the final match in Malaysia. South Ko-

rea came at the third position. It is im-

portant to note that Malaysia came at

the runner-ups position for the fourth

time.

South Korea won bronze after defeating

2012 winner- New Zealand 2-1. At the

fifth position was India which defeated

Pakistan 4-2.

Trent Mitton was declared as the man-

of-the-match for final match. The top

scorers of the tournaments were India's

Rupinder Pal Singh and Malaysia's Faizal

with six goals each.

Earlier, Australia had won the Sultan

Azlan Shah Hockey Tournament in 1983,

1996, 2004, 2005, 2007 and 2011.

The Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey Tourna-

ment is held in Malaysia every year. The

first tournament took place in 1983. Af-

ter 1998, the tournament started tak-

ing place every year. The tournament is

named after the ninth king of Malaysia-

Sultan Azlan Shah. It is important to

note that India won its first Sultan Azlan

Shah Hockey Tournament in 1985.

Xi Jinping Took Over As
the New President of

China
The new leader of the Communist Party

of China (CPC), Xi Jinping on 14 March

2013 was appointed as the President of

China. It is important to note that Xi

Jinping, 59, was also chosen as the Gen-

eral Secretary of CPC in November 2012.

He overtook the office from Hu Jintao.

On 14 March 2013, Xi Jinping was ap-

proved by National People’s Congress

(NPC), the Parliament of China, in the

comprehensive election process at

Great Hall of the People. Out of 2963

delegates of NPC, there were 2956 del-

egates present. Out of the present del-

egates, 2952 voted for Xi Jinping. Only

one vote was cast against him, while

three representatives did not vote.

Politburo member Li Yuanchao (63) was

also chosen as the Vice President of Xi

Jinping on the same day with 2839 votes

in favour of him.

Li Keqiang, 57, was appointed as the

Prime Minister of China. He replaced

Wen Jiabao.

President of China: Xi Jinping

Vice President of China: Li Yuanchao

Prime Minister of China: Li Keqiang

Aishwarya Oil Field
Operated in Rajasthan

Commercial production of Aishwarya Oil

Field at Barmer in Rajasthan has started

on 23 March 2013. The commercial pro-

duction of natural gas will take place

from the Rageshwari Well of Barmer re-

gion. It’s expected that every day pro-

duction of the oil field shall be 25000

barrels of Crude Oil and 50000 lakh cu-

bic feet of natural gas. The gas field was

dedicated to the nation by Petroleum

Minister Veerappa Moily and Chief Min-

ister of Rajasthan Ashok Gehlot.

After the operations of the Barmer Oil

field will reduce the import bills of the

country for petroleum that is about 6.5

lakh crore rupees at present. Creation

of a national gas grid is in plans of the

government for better distribution of

natural gas.

5th BRICS Summit at
Durban

The fifth BRICS Summit from 26 to 28

March 2013 was held at the Durban In-

ternational Convention Centre (ICC),

South Africa. The theme of the 5th BRICS

Summit was: Partnership for Develop-

ment, Integration and Industrialisation.

The participant nations in the summit

were Brazil, Russia, India, China and

South Africa.

Key recommendations of the Summit

are as following :

• The BRICS Nations fully support the

efforts of their respective govern-

ments at the G20 that has emerged

as the premiere forum to address

critical global economic and finan-

cial issues. We shall work collec-

tively to carry forward the work

agenda set by the G20 leaders for

promoting stronger, sustainable

and more equitable growth.

• They reiterate that the world eco-

nomic order is changing and that

the process of developing eco-

nomic policy agenda at the global

level should reflect this. While

there is a realization even amongst

the developed countries about the

increasing economic weight of

emerging economies, this is not

fully reflected in the governance

model of global institutions such as

the IMF and World Bank. We shall

continue to work alongside our

governments to gradually usher in

governance reforms at multi-lateral
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institutions.

• The BRICS nation urges their re-

spective governments to deepen

their consultative engagements on

economic policies to bring about

stability and certainty in global fi-

nancial markets.

• The BRICS nations encourage their

respective governments to take

steps to deepen economic engage-

ment amongst the BRICS countries.

The establishment of the BRICS

Business Council is, therefore, sup-

ported as a practical measure that

will deepen economic engagement

amongst BRICS countries. Trade

and investment are the two pillars

of economic engagement amongst

BRICS countries. We should look to

continue enhancing intra-BRICS

trade to achieve at least US$ 500

billion by 2015 as per agreement

from previous Business Forum in In-

dia. It is essential to improve the

quality of trade by focusing on

more value added trade in all the

three sectors namely manufactur-

ing, services and agriculture. Like-

wise, we should capitalise on op-

portunities in sectors such as but

not limited to agriculture and agro-

processing, energy, sustainable de-

velopment, infrastructure, mining

beneficiation, pharmaceutical and

information and communication

technology. There is agreement

that support for industrialisation

projects on the African continent

will contribute to the expansion of

trade and investment links be-

tween BRICS and Africa.

• The Countries are encouraged by

the discussions that are taking

place amongst our respective gov-

ernments towards greater coopera-

tion in the financial sector. The pos-

sibility of setting up of a develop-

ment bank and investment fund

and promoting trade within this

group in local currencies are par-

ticularly encouraging and progress

in finalising these.

Legendary Actor Pran
awarded Bollywood’s
Highest Honour Dada
Saheb Phalke Award

2012
Legendary actor, Pran Krishan Sikand,

93, on 12 April 2013 was awarded with

Bollywood’s highest honour in Indian

Cinema Dada Saheb Phalke Award 2012.

The award is instituted on the name of

the Dada Saheb Phalke, the man who

made first feature film in India. He is the

44th Dada Saheb Phalke Award Winner.

He gave a different and unique frame to

the negative and character roles of In-

dian Cinema with his impressive perfor-

mances. His contribution to the film in-

dustry makes him a celebrated actor of

the industry. He brought new manner-

ism and style, in the arena of acting.

Pran got his first break in a Punjabi Film

Yamla Jat in 1940 in undivided India. But

his debut in Bollywood happened in the

film Ziddi, in which he acted alongwith

the evergreen hero of bollywood Dev

Anand in 1948.

Pran served Bollywood for a career span

of more than six decades in more than

350 films and is known for his brilliant

performances in films like Ram Aur

Shyam, Purab aur Paschim, Karz, Zanjeer

and Amar Akbar Anthony and many

more.

About Pran Krishan Sikand

n He was born in Old Delhi on 12 Feb-

ruary 1920

n In 2001 he was awarded with

India’s third highest civilian award

Padma Bhushan

n In his career span, he received four

film fare awards

n He was awarded the title of Villain

of the millennium by Stardust in

2000

n In 2010 he was named among the

Top 25 Asian Actors of All times by

CNN

Dada Saheb Phalke Award is conferred

by the Government of India for out-

standing contribution to the growth and

development of Indian Cinema. The

award consists of a Swarn Kamal, a cash

prize of Rs.10 lakhs and a shawl. The

award is given on the basis of recom-

mendations of a Committee of eminent

persons.

Putin unveils US$50b
drive for Russian space

supremacy
Russian president Vladimir Putin un-

veiled a new US$50 billion drive for the

country to preserve its status as a top

space power, including the construction

of a brand new cosmodrome from

where humans will fly to space by the

end of the decade. President Vladimir

Putin unveiled a new US$50 billion drive

for Russia to preserve its status as a top

space power, including the construction

of a brand new cosmodrome from

where humans will fly to space by the

end of the decade. Fifty-two years to

the day since Yuri Gagarin became the

Soviet Union's greatest hero by making

the first human flight into space, Putin

inspected the new Vostochny (Eastern)

cosmodrome Russia is building in the

Amur region of the Far East.

Putin said in a live link-up with the mul-

tinational crew of the International

Space Sation (ISS) that Russia hoped to

have the first launches from Vostochny

in 2015 and the first manned launches

in 2018. "It's going to be a great launch

pad. It took a long time to choose but

now work is fully underway," said Putin

in comments broadcast on state televi-

sion, adding that Vostochny would be

fully operational by 2020. Russia still

carries out all manned launches from

the Baikonur cosmodrome in

Kazakhstan - the same place where

Gagarin made his historic flight - but this

has been shadowed in recent years by

disputes with the Kazakh authorities

over the lease terms.

The Russian space programme has been

hurt in recent years by a string of launch

failures of unmanned probes and satel-

lites but Putin vowed Moscow would

continue to ramp up spending. He said

that from 2013-2020, Russia would be
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spending 1.6 trillion rubles ($51.8 billion,

38 million euros) on its space sector, a

growth far greater than any other space

power.

Putin complained that the country was

behind other states in space activities

other than manned flights, which he said

had long been the "priority" of the Rus-

sian space programme. "There is a big

gap between us and other space pow-

ers in the technology for so-called deep-

space programmes," Putin said. One of

Russia's most embarrassing failures was

the loss of its Phobos-Grunt probe to

Mars in 2012 which ended up crashing

back into Earth rather than even com-

ing close to completing its mission of

visiting a Martian moon.

VOSTOCHNY COSMODROME is a

planned Russian spaceport, to be lo-

cated at 51 degrees north in the Amur

Oblast, in the Russian Far East and Outer

Manchuria. It is intended to reduce

Russia's dependency on the Baikonur

Cosmodrome, which is located in

Kazakhstan. Construction began in

January 2011 and is expected to be com-

pleted in 2018.

The cosmodrome will be located in the

Svobodny and Shimanovsk districts of

Amur Oblast in the Russian Far East, on

the watershed of the Zeya and Bolshaya

Pyora rivers. The planned total area is

551.5  km2, being a region approxi-

mately 30 km in diameter centred on

51°49'N 128°15' ECoordinates: 51°49'N

128°15'E. The nearest city is Uglegorsk.

The name Vostochny means "eastern"

in Russian. Vostochny's geographic lo-

cation at 51 degrees north means that,

to a given orbit, rockets will be able to

carry almost the same amount of pay-

load as they can when launched from

Baikonur. Other arguments for choosing

this location include the ability to use

sparsely populated areas and bodies of

water for the rocket launch routes; prox-

imity to major transportation networks

such as the Baikal-Amur Mainline, the

Chita-Khabarovsk highway; abundance

of electricity production resources in the

area; and the presence of the infrastruc-

ture of the former Svobodny

Cosmodrome, on which the new space-

port will be based. The site's location

close to the Pacific Ocean will allow for

easier transport of materials to the site,

and will allow rockets to jettison their

lower stages over the ocean. The nearby

train station is Ledyanaya. It was ex-

panded as part of the plan of modern-

ization of the supporting infrastructure.

Ravuri Bharadwaja
selected for Jnanpith

Award 2012
Ravuri Bharadwaja, 86, the Telgu writer

on 17 April 2013 was selected for the

prestigious Jnanpith Award 2012. He got

the award for his contributions to Telgu

Literature for over a period of six de-

cades. Ravuri on his credit has written

37 Volumes of Short Stories and 17 Nov-

els. He was selected for the award by

the Jnanpith Award Committee chaired

by the noted poet Sitakant Mahapatra.

Ravuri is the third recipient of the high-

est literary award from Andhra Pradesh.

Before him Dr. Viswanatha

Satyanarayana in 1970 for his Srimad

Ramayana Kalpavriksham and Dr. C.

Narayana Reddy in 1988 for his book

Viswambhara received the award.

n Ravuri Bharadwaja studied till class

eight, but his works and write-ups

turned up to be a basis for many

research works and are prescribed

as text books in Universities

n He is a poet, a playwright, a novel-

ist of distinction and a popular sci-

ence writer

n He has written six short novels for

children namely Kadambari,

Pakudurallu, Jeevana Samaram,

Inupu Tera Venuka and Koumudi –

these novels have been translated

into several Indian languages as

well as English

n Earlier he has been awarded with

awards like Sahitya Akademi

Award, Soviet Land Nehru Award,

Balsahitya Parishad Award, Telugu

Akademi Award,

n He was also awarded with a

honarary doctorate from

Nagarjuna University

Jnanpith Award is the highest literary

award of India that was instituted to

recognize the works of Indian Citizens

in official Indian languages. It carries a

cheque for 7 lakh, a citation plaque and

a bronze replica of Saraswati, the Indian

goddess of knowledge, music, and the

arts.

Sugathakumari, the
Malayalam Poetess

Selected For Saraswati
Samman 2012

Sugathakumari, the Malayalam poetess

in the third week of March 2013 was

chosen for the Saraswati Samman 2012

for the poetry collection Manalezhuthu,

which means The Writing on the Sand

in English. The Saraswati Samman is con-

stituted by K. K. Birla Foundation. 79-

year-old Sugathakumari was selected for

Saraswati Samman by the 13-member

jury. The head of this jury was former

Chief Justice of India R. C. Lahoti. The

jury considered works of the artists pub-

lished in 22 different languages from

2002 to 2011. Saraswati Samman is

awarded annually for outstanding liter-

ary work in any Indian language in past

10 years.

n Sugathakumari has 15 volumes of

poetry credited to her.

n She also has six collections of prose.

Her career spans over a duration of

five decades.

n The themes of her poems revolve

around moral alertness, emotional

empathy as well as humanist sen-

sitivity. Her poems also include so-

cial themes such as women oppres-

sion, failures of the ideals which

inspired India as well as ecological

crisis.

n Sugathakumari is also the passion-

ate environmentalist.

n She was also the head of Kerala’s

State Women’s Commission.

n Manalezhuthu, the poetry collec-

tion for which she was chosen, is

actually a collection of 27 different
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poems. This was published in 2006.

The poetry collection is said to be

a representation of best of contem-

porary Malayalam poetry.

About Saraswati Samman

n Saraswati Samman is constituted by K.

K. Birla Foundation.

n The award carries cash prize of 10

lakh Rupees, a plaque as well as a

citation.

n This award is given every year to

the literary work in any Indian lan-

guage which is the part of Eighth

Schedule of the Constitution.

n Apart from this award, K. K. Birla

Foundation also constituted other

two awards which include Bihari

Puraskar for Hindi and Rajasthani

writers and Vyas Samman for Hindi.

NASA’s Kepler Mission
Discovered Two Earth-
Like Planets Kepler-62f

And Kepler-62e
Around 1200 light years away from

Earth, there are five planets which are

circling around the sun-like star called

Kepler-62 in Lyra constellation, accord-

ing to the latest discovery made by the

scientists by making use of Kepler space

telescope of NASA. Two of these plan-

ets, named Kepler-62f and Kepler-62e

are said to be in such a position that they

might have water on their surface, a

condition which is necessary to support

life.

Kepler scientist William Borucki, with

NASA’s Ames Research Center in Califor-

nia explained that this is strongest evi-

dence of the existence of Earth-sized

planets in the star’s habitable zone.

These two new Earth-like planets are

outermost pair which is circling the

Kepler-62 star.

The most distant planet is Kepler-62f,

which is around 1.4 times as huge as that

of Earth’s size. It can orbit its parent star

in 267 days. Other Earth-like planet

called Kepler-62e is 1.6 times as big as

the size of Earth and it orbits around the

star in 122 days.

However, whether one of these or both

these plants have water on their surface

or not is beyond the Kepler’s technical

capabilities or the capabilities of any

other telescope. This is so because

Kepler actually works by checking the

slight dips in light which come from the

star that is caused by the planet passing

by. Checking the information is very

cumbersome process. Every down-

loaded data from Kepler has 18000

events of interests to the scientists.

It is important to note that the scien-

tists are still studying the Kepler-62,

which means that there might be

chances of existence of other planets

that have longer orbital periods.

Earlier, the Kepler team discovered a star

that had six planets in its orbit. European

researchers on the other hand had made

use of various telescopes to discover

seven-planet system.

Bill Gates, Amazon's
Bezos among tech's top

billionaires
The founder of Microsoft's remains the

second-richest person in the world. Ac-

cording to Forbes' latest list of the

world's top billionaires, Bill Gates was

worth $67 billion in 2013, second only

to Mexico's Carlos Slim and his $73 bil-

lion.

Oracle CEO Larry Ellison was the only

other tech name in the top five, worth

$43 billion.

Several notable tech leaders appeared

on the Forbes' billionaires list.

Amazon.com CEO Jeff Bezos finished at

19th on the list with $25.2 billion, fol-

lowed by Google co-founders Larry Page

($23 billion) and Sergey Brin ($22.8 bil-

lion) at 20th and 21st, respectively.

Among the other familiar tech names

in the top 100:

49. Dell CEO Michael Dell ($15.3 billion)

51. Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer ($15.2

billion)

53. Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen ($15

billion)

66. Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg

($13.3 billion)

69. Samsung chairman Lee Kun-Hee

($13 billion)

Zuckerberg and Facebook co-founder

Dustin Moskovitz are the world's young-

est billionares at 28 years old. Facebook

representation was high on the young

billionaires list, with co-founder Eduardo

Saverin and former president and

Napster co-founder Sean Parker also

appearing.

Also making a cameo: Twitter co-

founder Jack Dorsey, who now runs the

mobile payment service Square.

Why protest in
Bangladesh

At least 16 people have died in clashes

in Bangladesh at the start of a strike

called over a death sentence given to an

Islamist party leader. Delwar Hossain

Sayeedi, of Jamaat-e-Islami, was sen-

tenced on charges including murder,

rape and torture during the war of in-

dependence in 1971. The Islamists say

the tribunal is politically motivated,

something the Bangladesh government

denies. Jamaat-e-Islami called a two-day

strike across the country, beginning on

Sunday, in protest at the court ruling.

Troops were called in in the northern

district of Bogra, where police said thou-

sands of Jamaat activists armed with

sticks and home-made bombs attacked

police outposts early on Sunday. At least

eight people were killed and dozens hurt

in clashes in the district.

There were at least two further deaths

in the north-western town of Godagari.

Border guards and police opened fire on

protesters who were attacking police

with sticks and stones, an official told.

And another three people died in the

Joypurhar district, the Daily Star news-
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paper said.

Police have fought pitched battles with

supporters of the Islamist party in many

parts of the country. Three people were

killed in Chittagong on Saturday and

Jamaat-e-Islami has accused the police

of firing without provocation.

The Bangladeshi government rejected

the criticism, saying violence against ci-

vilians and police officers would not be

tolerated.

In the capital, Dhaka, on Saturday, ac-

tivists clashed with riot police, who used

tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse

them. Bangladesh is now a burning hell.

Everyone lives here with fear” "The po-

lice were trying to control the situation,

but they were having stones and other

objects throw at them," he said.

"People in the street are very, very afraid

of Jamaat-e-Islam. I am scared. Evening

time is the worst; from 7pm to 9pm it is

very dangerous in the street."

Our correspondent says the intensity of

the backlash against the sentences has

surprised many in Bangladesh, and se-

curity forces are struggling to bring the

situation under control as it is difficult

to predict which districts the violence

will spread to.

The streets of the capital remain largely

calm as the strike takes effect, although

roads are empty and businesses closed

in many parts of the country, with

people are staying indoors for fear of

more violence, he says. The US has ex-

pressed concern about the violence and

has appealed for the protests to be

peaceful.

The special war crimes tribunal is trying

those accused of collaborating with Pa-

kistani forces and committing atrocities

during the country's independence war

in 1971.

The tribunal is trying a total of nine

Jamaat leaders and two members of the

opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP). The BNP has also called for a na-

tionwide strike, to take place.  Earlier

this month, another Jamaat leader,

Abdul Kader Mullah, was sentenced to

life for crimes against humanity. In Janu-

ary, former party leader Abul Kalam Azad

was found guilty in absentia of eight

charges of crimes against humanity and

sentenced to death. However, human

rights groups have said the tribunal falls

short of international standards. With

Jamaat threatening more protests, there

are increasing concerns over political

stability in the country, our correspon-

dent says.

NATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON E-

GOVERNANCE AT
JAIPUR

The Department of Administrative Re-

forms and Public Grievances, Govern-

ment of India, in association with the De-

partment of Electronics & Information

Technology, Government of India and

the Department of Information Technol-

ogy & Communication, Government of

Rajasthan, is organizing 16th National

Conference on e-Governance on 11-12

February, 2013 in Jaipur. Senior Officers

from the Government, industry, acade-

micians, technical experts and NGOs will

participate in the Event.

Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Shri Ashok

Gehlot will inaugurate the Conference

on 11th February, 2013. Other dignitar-

ies who will be present on the occasion

include, Minister of State in the Prime

Minister Office and Personnel, Shri V.

Narayanasamy; Minister of State in the

Ministry of Communication and IT,

Dr.(Smt.) Kruparani Killi, Secretary, De-

partment of Administrative Reforms and

Public Grievances, Government of India,

Shri Sanjay Kothari and Chief Secretary,

Rajasthan Shri C.K. Mathew.

During the Conference, the National

Awards on e-Governance for the year

2012-13 will be presented. These awards

are given in seven different categories

concerning various aspects of e-Gover-

nance. The Awards distinguish some of

the best Government to Government

(G2G), Government of Citizen (G2C),

Government to Business (G2B) initia-

tives by various government depart-

ments and public sector units. The Con-

ference along with the Exhibition is a

forum to showcase best practices, inno-

vative technologies and ICT solutions.

The objective of these awards is to rec-

ognize and promote excellence in imple-

mentation of e-Governance initiatives.

These awards recognize achievements

in the area of e-Governance; dissemi-

nate knowledge on effective methods of

designing and implementing sustainable

e-Governance initiatives; encourage

horizontal transfer of successful e-Gov-

ernance solutions; promote and ex-

change experiences in solving problems,

mitigating risks, resolving issues and

planning for success.

The Conference will be based on the

theme, "Towards an Open Government"

with the sub themes, (i) Leveraging So-

cial Inclusion; (ii) E-Governance Infra-

structure- status and Challenges; and (iii)

Social sector Programs. The Conference

will explore how use of ICT has trans-

formed governance from the perspec-

tive of the beneficiaries of the services.

It is an attempt at a reality check to as-

certain the outcome of the services ren-

dered and whether it has achieved the

intended objectives of transparent, ef-

fective, responsive and accountable sys-

tem of governance.

A list of initiatives to be awarded this

year in various categories is given below.

State-wise awards are as follows: Assam-

01, Karnataka-01, Gujrat-04, Jharkhand-

01, Andhra Pradesh -02, Odisha- 02,

Rajasthan-01, Madhya Predesh-02.,

Jammu & Kashmir -01, Bihar-01, and

Govt. of India 01.

Russia launched the
World’s only Returnable

Satellite Bion-M1
Federal Space Agency Roscosmos, Rus-

sia launched the world’s only returnable

satellite called Bion-M1 on 20 April

2013. The satellite is aimed at biologi-

cal research in space and for interplan-

etary flights in future. The Bion-1M sat-

ellite was separated from the Soyuz car-

rier rocket and entered an elliptic orbit

at 575 kilometers above the Earth. The

satellite carries 45 mice, 15 geckos, eight

Mongolian gerbils, snails, and contain-
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ers with various microorganisms and

plants.

The satellite will conduct more than 70

physiological, genetic, morphological

and molecular-biological experiments

during its 30-day flight. Besides, Bion-1M

carries a number of Russian and foreign

microsatellites which will slowly be

separated from the spacecraft in the

next two days and carry on their indi-

vidual missions.

Russia Launched Bio-
Satellite (BION-M)

Called Orbital Noah's
Ark into Space

Russia on 19 April 2013 launched the

bio-satellite (BION-M) called orbital

Noah's Ark into space with various liv-

ing organisms such as 45 mice, 15 gec-

kos, micro-organisms, plants, snails and

eight Mongolian gerbils. These living

organisms were included in the flight in

order to comprehend the effects of such

long flights on the living organisms.

The latest bio-satellite blasted off

aboard Soyuz 2 rocket from Baikonur

launch pad in Kazakhstan. The bio-sat-

ellite is on the 30-day mission. During

its 30-day mission, the bio-satellite will

participate in over 70 genetic, biologi-

cal and physiological experiments, which

in turn, will help in preparation for the

flights to Mars as well as other planets.

The results of this satellite will be stud-

ied on 18 May 2013 when this satellite

will return back to Earth. Among vari-

ous experiments on the list, one of it

includes studying the extra-terrestrial

origin theory on Earth.

On the outer skin of this satellite, there

is an attachment of meteorite-type

heat-resistant material that has tiny

holes which carry various fungi and bac-

teria. These microbes will face exposure

to freezing temperatures, re-entry heat

as well as space vacuum. This is done in

order to see whether these microbes

can survive their travel through the

space.

It is worth noticing that Russia resumed

the launches of biological satellites af-

ter almost 15 years. This BION-M satel-

lite comprises of state-of-the-art sophis-

ticated life-supporting systems along

with huge fuel tanks and powerful solar

cell panels, which will enable it to fly for

up to 3 months.

Chris Gayle, hit the
fastest ever century in
the history of  cricket

Chris Gayle, the West Indies opener, hit

the fastest ever century in the history

of cricket by reaching 100 in merely 30

balls during Royal Challengers Banga-

lore-Pune Warriors IPL match on 23 April

2013.

Gayle scored a total run of 175 runs in

merely 66 balls, which included 17 sixes

and 13 boundaries. It is important to

note that this is the most number of runs

scored in any T20 innings. This was also

his fourth century in the IPL career.

With Gayle’s performance, the total

score Royal Challengers Bangalore was

263 for five, which is one of the highest

total in this format of the game. Previ-

ously, the highest total in this format was

260 by Sri Lanka.

Jamaican Chris Gayle also became the

highest-ever individual scorer in a T20

game, beating Kolkata Knight Riders'

Brendon McCullum who had hit 158 off

73 balls against Royal Challengers Ban-

galore.

Pakistan’s Shahid Afridi holds the record

of fastest century in ODI (37 balls) and

Viv Richards is the record-holders for

fastest century (56 balls) in the Test

cricket history.

The previous record holders of fastest

centuries are as follows:

n 30 balls : Chris Gayle, Royal Chal-

lengers Bangalore vs. Pune War-

riors, IPL T20, 23 April 2013

n 34 balls : Andrew Symonds, Kent vs.

Middlesex, Twenty20 Cup, 2 July

2004

n 35 balls : Louis van der Westhuizen,

Namibia v Kenya, unofficial T20 in-

ternational, 7 November 2011

n 37 balls : Shahid Afridi, Pakistan vs.

Sri Lanka, ODI, 4 October 1996

n 37 balls : Scott Styris, Sussex vs.

Gloucs, Twenty20 Cup, 24 July 2012

n 37 balls : Yusuf Pathan, Rajasthan

Royals vs. Mumbai Indians, IPL, 13

March 2010

Global Hunger Index,
2012

The report ‘Global Hunger Index (GHI)

2012’ by the International Food Policy

Research Institute (IFPRI) is based on

three equally weighted indicators,

namely undernourishment (proportion

of undernourished people as percentage

of population), child underweight and

child mortality. This report mentions

that India has lagged behind in improv-

ing its GHI score despite strong eco-

nomic growth along with the statement

that GHI data is based partly on out-

dated data.

The approach in dealing with the nutri-

tion challenges has been two pronged:

First is the Multi-sectoral approach for

accelerated action on the determinants

of malnutrition in targeting nutrition in

schemes/ programmes of all the sectors.

The second approach is the direct and

specific interventions targeted towards

the vulnerable groups such as children

below 6 years, adolescent girls, pregnant

and lactating mothers.

The Government has accorded high pri-

ority to the issue of malnutrition espe-

cially among children and women in-

cluding young girls and is implementing

several schemes/programmes through

State Governments/UT Administrations.

The schemes/programmes include the

Integrated Child Development Services

(ICDS), National Rural Health Mission

(NRHM), Mid-Day Meal Scheme, Rajiv

Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of

Adolescent Girls (RGSEAG) namely

SABLA, Indira Gandhi Matritva

SahyogYojna (IGMSY) as direct targeted

interventions. Besides, indirect multi-

sectoral interventions include Targeted

Public Distribution System (TPDS), Na-

tional Horticulture Mission, National

Food Security Mission, Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural Employment

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), Nirmal

Bharat Abhiyan, National Rural Drinking
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Water Programme etc. All these

schemes have potential to address one

or other aspect of Nutrition.

India's Position in World
Tea Market

India is in the 4th position in the world

tea market. The estimated amount and

value of Darjeeling tea exported during

2012-13 (April 2012 to January 2013)

were 3.5 m. kg and Rs. 210 Crores re-

spectively.

The Government has no such informa-

tion. However, an agency namely

Thomson and Reuters has been ap-

pointed to monitor and alert the Tea

Board regarding any attempt made by

any entity to register the Darjeeling

word mark and logo mark in any coun-

try.

Jorge Mario Bergoglio is
elected the 266th pope

Jorge Mario Bergoglio, a 76-year-old Ar-

gentine cardinal from Buenos Aires, has

been elected as the 266th leader of the

Roman Catholic Church. He will go by

the papal name Francis.

Bergoglio is the first pope ever elected

from South America and the first Jesuit

to hold the position. He was chosen by

a conclave of cardinals after two days of

secretive discussions and voting.

Bergoglio was ordained in December

1969 and was the Jesuit provincial for

Argentina beginning in 1973, then rec-

tor of the Philosophical and Theological

Faculty of San Miguel from 1980 to 1986.

After finishing his doctoral dissertation

in Germany, he returned to Argentina to

serve as a confessor and spiritual direc-

tor in Cordoba, according to the press

office of the Holy See. He was elevated

to cardinal in February 2001 by Pope

John Paul II.

Asoke Kumar Mukerji,
appointed as the next

Ambassador/Permanent
Representative of  India

to the United Nations
Shri Asoke Kumar Mukerji, currently

Special Secretary at headquarters, has

been appointed as the next Ambassa-

dor/Permanent Representative of India

to the United Nations at New York. He

replace Hardeep Singh Puri that ap-

pointed on 8 May 2009.

Merger of  National Lake
Conservation Plan and

National Wetlands
Conservation

Programme into a new
scheme

The Cabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs today approved the proposal for

the merger of National Lake Conserva-

tion Plan (NLCP) and National Wetlands

Conservation Programme (NWCP) into

a new scheme called the ‘National Plan

for Conservation of Aquatic Eco-systems‘

(NPCA). The merged scheme shall be

operational during the XII Plan Period at

an estimated cost of Rs.900 crore on

70:30 cost sharing between the Central

Government and respective State Gov-

ernments (90:10 for North-East

States). For conservation of lakes and

wetlands, the Ministry of Environment

and Forests is presently, implementing

two separate Centrally Sponsored

Schemes (CSS), namely the NWCP and

the NLCP. To avoid overlap, promote

better synergies and to ensure conser-

vation and management works, an in-

tegrated scheme, NPCA is proposed,

with the objective of conserving aquatic

ecosystems (lakes and wetlands),

through implementation of sustainable

conservation plans and governed with

application of uniform policy and

guidelines. The principal objectives of

the new scheme will be holistic conser-

vation and restoration of lakes and wet-

lands for achieving desired water qual-

ity enhancement, besides improvement

in biodiversity and the ecosystem,

through an integrated and

multidisciplinary approach with a com-

mon regulatory framework, The scheme

would contribute to reduction of pollu-

tion loads and improvement in goods

and services provided by these water

bodies to stakeholders.The new scheme

will have conservation and management

of lakes and wetlands in the country

within its scope, to include inventory

and information system on lakes and

wetlands national level directive on cri-

teria for lakes and wetlands, regulatory

framework, capacity building at state

government and local body levels, evalu-

ation etc.

All-India Consumer
Price Index For

Agricultural and Rural
Labourers on Base

1986-87=100 –January
2013

The All-India Consumer Price Index

Numbers for Agricultural Labourers and

Rural Labourers (Base: 1986-87=100) for

January, 2013 increased by 6 points each

to stand at 694 (Six hundred and ninety

four) points for Agricultural Labourers

and 695 (Six hundred and  ninety five)

points for Rural Labourers.

The rise/fall in index varied from State

to State. In case of Agricultural

Labourers, it recorded an increase which

varied between 2 to 12 points in 17

States and a decrease between 1 to 9

points in 3 States. Haryana with 765

points topped the index table whereas

Himachal Pradesh with the index level

of 554 points stood at the bottom.

In case of Rural Labourers, it recorded

an increase between 2 to 11 points in

17 States and a decrease between 2 to

8 points in 3 States. Haryana with 759

points topped the index table whereas

Himachal Pradesh with the index level

of 578 points stood at the bottom.

Karnataka and Rajasthan States regis-

tered the maximum increase of 12

points each for Agricultural Labourers

and Rajasthan State registered the maxi-

mum increase of 11  points in respect of

Rural Labourers mainly due to increase

in the prices of wheat/atta, jowar, bajra,

maize, ragi, moong dal, gingealy oil,

meat goat, milk,  mixed spices, onion,

firewood, anacin and bus fare.  On the

other hand, Maharashtra State  regis-
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tered the maximum decline of 9 points

and 8 points respectively for  CPI-AL and

CPI-RL due to more supply of rice in fair

price shops and decline in the prices of

wheat, pulses, fish fresh, chilles dry,

sugar and gur.

Point to point rate of inflation based on

the CPI-AL and CPI-RL increased from

11.33% and 11.31% in December, 2012

to 12.30% and 12.28% in January, 2013.

Inflation based on food index of CPI-AL

and CPI-RL are 12.98% and 12.94% re-

spectively during January, 2013.

Biometric Money
Dispensing Machines

The banks install ATMs as per their as-

sessed need and Business Plan. Banks

also install ATMs with Biometric Authen-

tication after assessing the specific

needs and requirement, particularly in

areas where the customers might have

difficulty in using PIN based authentica-

tion. Installation of ATMs is part of the

business activity of the banks and no

funds are earmarked by the Govern-

ment to be provided to banks for this

purpose.

Red Ribbon Express For
Aids Awareness

The Red Ribbon Express Phase III was

launched on 12.1.2012 on a year- long

journey which culminated on 12.1.2013.

Red Ribbon Express Phase III has covered

23 states and 162 halt stations. Total

population covered during the year long

run of phase III was about 1.14 crore.

The objectives of Red Ribbon Express

with primary focus on the rural areas

are:

i. Disseminating information regard-

ing primary prevention and ser-

vices;

ii. Developing an understanding

about the infection to reduce

stigma & discrimination against

People Living with HIV/AIDS;

iii. Strengthening people’s knowledge

about the measures to be taken to

prevent HIV/AIDS; and

iv. Adopting preventive health habits

and lifestyle.

In both Phase I and II the objectives were

met.

In Phase I, 62 lakh people were reached

through exhibition and outreach activi-

ties to make them aware of HIV preven-

tion and services. More than 1 lakh

people underwent voluntary counselling

on board the train, and 68,000 district

level resource persons were trained on

board for further dissemination among

communities on HIV prevention, ser-

vices and Stigma & discrimination.

In Phase II, above 80 lakh people were

reached through exhibition and out-

reach activities to spread awareness on

HIV prevention and services. Total

57,157 people were given counselling on

HIV/AIDS, out of which 36,019 people

had undergone voluntary testing for HIV,

and 81,398 district level resource per-

sons were trained on board for further

dissemination among communities on

HIV prevention, services and Stigma &

discrimination.

The total expenditure incurred on Red

Ribbon Express Phase III is about Rs.18

crore.

Commission for
Protection of  Child

Rights
As of now 17 States have set up the State

Commission for Protection of Child

Rights (SCPCR). The States which have

set up the State Commissions are (i)

Assam (ii) Bihar (iii) Chhattisgarh (iv)

Delhi (v) Goa (vi) Haryana (vii) Jharkhand

(viii) Karnataka (ix) Madhya Pradesh (x)

Maharashtra (xi) Odisha (xii) Punjab (xiii)

Rajasthan (xiv) Sikkim (xv) Uttrakhand

(xvi) Tamil Nadu and (xvii) West Bengal.

Section 17 of the Commissions for Pro-

tection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005

provides for setting up of State Commis-

sions for Protection of Child Rights. The

States /Union Territories have been

urged from time to time in writing and

during discussions with them at the Con-

ferences of State Ministers/ State Sec-

retaries to set-up the SCPCR. Recently,

the States/Union Territories have been

reminded on 19th November, 2012 to

set up SCPCR in their State/Union Terri-

tory.

Restructured and
Strengthened ICDS

In order to address various program-

matic, management and institutional

gaps and to meet administrative and op-

erational challenges that had crept the

ICDS over the years, Government ap-

proved the proposal for Strengthening

and Restructuring of ICDS Scheme with

an over-all budget allocation of Rs.

1,23,580 crore  during 12th Five Year

Plan.  The Administrative Approvals in

this regard have since been issued to the

States/UTs.

The key features of Strengthened and

Restructured ICDS inter-alia include ad-

dressing the gaps and challenges with

(a) special focus on children under 3

years and pregnant and lactating

mothers;

(b) strengthening and repackaging of

services including , care and nutri-

tion counseling services and care of

severely underweight children;

(c) a provision for an additional

Anganwadi Worker cum Nutrition

Counselor for focus on children

under 3 years of age and to improve

the family contact, care and nutri-

tion counseling for P&L Mothers in

the selected 200 high-burden dis-

tricts across the country, besides

having provision of link worker, 5%

Anganwadi cum crèche centre;

(d) focus on Early Childhood Care and

Education (ECCE);

(e) forging strong institutional and pro-

grammatic convergence particu-

larly, at the district, block and vil-

lage levels;

(f) introduction of Annual Programme

Implementation Plan (APIP);

(g) improving Supplementary Nutri-

tion Programme including cost re-

vision;

(h) provision for construction and im-

provement of buildings of

Anganwadi centres;

(i) allocating adequate financial re-

sources for other components in-

cluding Monitoring and Manage-
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ment and Information System (MIS)

Training and use of Information and

communication technology (ICT);

(j) to put ICDS in a mission mode etc.,

and

(k) revision of some financial norms

etc.

Indus Waters
Kishenganga Arbitration

(Pakistan vs. India)
On February 18, 2013, the Court of Ar-

bitration constituted under the Indus

Waters Treaty 1960 rendered a Partial

Award.

“The award of the Court of Arbitration

at the Hague today reaffirms the va-

lidity of India’s position regarding the

Kishenganga Hydro-electric project

(KHEP) by allowing diversion of water

from the KHEP as envisaged by India.

 It highlights once again that India is ad-

hering to all the provisions of the Indus

Waters Treaty.”

External Affairs Minister Salman

Khurshidon Tuesday hailed the verdict

of an International Court of

Arbitration at the Hague on the

Kishanganga hydroelectric project.

“You should congratulate us as we had

put in lot of efforts. We have achieved

success and you should congratulate the

country for this. Our biggest problem

has been solved,” he said.

Meanwhile, Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA) official spokesperson Syed

Akbaruddin also echoed similar senti-

ments on the issue, and said that the

verdict has validated India’s position.

“The announcement of the award of

court of arbitration at The Hague is a re-

affirmation of the validity of India’s po-

sition regarding the Kishanganga hydro-

electric project. It allows diversion of

water for the Kishanganga project as

envisaged by India,” said Akbaruddin.

“It highlights once again that India is ad-

hering to all the provisions of the Indus

Water Treaty. Now of course the details

of the award are being studied and we

will take it from there further,” he added.

Union Water Resources Minister Harish

Rawat on his part said the court has

maintained India’s position.

“We are happy that finally, of course, it

is a interim award, it is not the final

award, but court has maintained our

position that we have not violated any-

thing and they have maintained that In-

dia has a right to construct a certain

structure there and to divert the water

to another tributary and we are study-

ing the details of the judgement,” he

said.

An International Court of Arbitration at

the Hague has ruled in favour of India

on the Kishanganga hydroelectric

project and upheld India’s right to divert

water from the hydroelectric project to

Kashmir.

Pakistan had objected the hydroelectric

project on grounds that it violated the

provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty of

1965. Pakistan had moved for arbitration

in May 2010, claiming India was trying

to divert the Jhelum River and the

project would rob it of 15 percent of its

share of river waters.

India had claimed the Indus Waters

Treaty gave it the right to transfer wa-

ters between the Jhelum’s tributaries to

generate hydropower.

Pakistan has been objecting to the con-

struction of the hydroelectric project on

the Kishanganga River in Kashmir, which

is called Neelum upon entering Pakistan.

In November 2009, Pakistan had pro-

posed the establishment of a Court of

Arbitration and the appointment of a

neutral expert to resolve the

Kishanganga dam dispute.

Indus Waters Treaty, inked between In-

dia and Pakistan, provides appointment

of a neutral expert by the World Bank

as a last option to resolve water related

issues between the two countries.

The Kishanganga plant, in Bandipora dis-

trict of north Kashmir, is part of a run-

of-the-river hydroelectric scheme that is

designed to divert water from the

Kishanganga River to a power plant in

the Jhelum river basin.

PCA PRESS RELEASE

INDUS WATERS KISHENGANGA ARBI-

TRATION

(PAKISTAN V. INDIA)

Court of Arbitration Issues Partial Award

in First Arbitration under the Indus Wa-

ters Treaty 1960

THE HAGUE, February 19, 2013.

The Court of Arbitration constituted in

the matter of the Indus Waters

Kishenganga Arbitration

(Pakistan v. India) has rendered a Par-

tial Award in respect of the dispute be-

tween Pakistan and India under the

Indus Waters Treaty concerning (1) the

legality of the construction and opera-

tion of an Indian hydro-electric project

located in India-administered Jammu

and Kashmir; and (2) the permissibility

under the Treaty of the depletion of the

reservoirs of certain Indian hydro-elec-

tric plants below “Dead Storage Level.”1

In its Partial Award, which is final with

respect to the matters decided therein,

without appeal and binding on the Par-

ties, the Court of Arbitration unani-

mously decided:

1. that the Kishenganga Hydro-Electric

Project (KHEP) constitutes a Run-of-

River Plant

under the Treaty, and India may accord-

ingly divert water from the

Kishenganga/Neelum

River for power generation by the KHEP

in the manner envisaged.

However, when operating the KHEP, In-

dia is under an obligation to maintain a

minimum flow of water in the

Kishenganga/Neelum River, at a rate to

be determined by the Court in a Final

Award.

2. Except in the case of an unforeseen

emergency, the Treaty does not permit

India’s reduction below “Dead Storage

Level” of the water level in the reservoirs

of Run-of-River Plants located on the riv-

ers allocated to Pakistan under the

Treaty. This ruling does not apply to

Plants already in operation or under con-

struction (whose designs have been

communicated by India and not ob-

jected to by Pakistan)

The Court expects to be able to render

its Final Award determining the mini-

mum flow of water India would be re-
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quired to release in the Kishenganga/

Neelum River by the end of 2013.

The Indus Waters Treaty is an interna-

tional agreement signed by India and

Pakistan in 1960 that

regulates the use by the two States of

the waters of the Indus system of riv-

ers. Pakistan instituted arbitral proceed-

ings against India in 2010, requesting

that a court of arbitration determine the

permissibility under the Treaty of a hy-

dro-electric project (the Kishenganga

Hydro-Electric Project, or KHEP) cur-

rently under construction by India on

the Kishenganga/Neelum River, a tribu-

tary of the Jhelum River. The KHEP is de-

signed to generate power by diverting

water from a dam site on the

Kishenganga/Neelum (within the Gurez

valley, an area of higher elevation) to the

Bonar Nallah, another tributary of the

Jhelum (lower in elevation and closely

located to Wular Lake) through a system

of tunnels, with the water powering tur-

bines having a capacity of 330 mega-

watts.

NOTE : 1 As defined in the Treaty, “dead

storage” is “that portion of storage

which is not used for operational pur-

poses.”

Pakistan challenges, in particular, the

permissibility of the planned diversion

by the KHEP of the waters of the

Kishenganga/Neelum into the Bonar

Nallah, arguing that this inter-tributary

transfer will adversely affect the opera-

tion of a hydro-electric project—the

Neelum-Jhelum Hydro-Electric Project

or NJHEP—being built by Pakistan on the

Kishenganga/Neelum downstream of

the KHEP (the “First Dispute”). The

transfer of water contemplated by India

may be represented graphically as in the

attached diagram (Annex A). Pakistan

has also requested that the Court deter-

mine whether the Treaty permits India

to deplete or bring the reservoir level of

“run-of-river” hydro-electric plants be-

low a level identified as “Dead Storage

Level” in the Treaty (the “Second Dis-

pute”). Pakistan submits that that such

reservoir depletion would give India im-

permissibly broad control over the flow

of the river waters allocated to Pakistan

under the Treaty. For its part, India had

stated its intent to use such reservoir

depletion to flush sediment out of the

KHEP’s reservoir. India maintains that

both the design and planned mode of

operation of the KHEP are fully in con-

formity with the Treaty.

In its analysis, the Court emphasized at

the outset that its Partial Award, just as

the Indus Waters Treaty itself, does not

have any bearing on any territorial

claims or rights of the Parties over

Jammu and Kashmir. The Court’s find-

ings pertain solely to the Parties’ rights

and obligations with respect to the use

of the waters of the Indus system of riv-

ers, including with respect to the use of

the waters of those portions of the riv-

ers that flow through disputed territory.

THE FIRST DISPUTE

1. The Permissibility of Inter-Tributary

Transfers under the Treaty 

In the First Dispute, the Court was called

upon to determine whether India is per-

mitted under the Treaty to deliver the

waters of the Kishenganga/Neelum

River into the Bonar Nallah in the course

of the operation of the KHEP.

As an initial matter, the Court observed

that the Treaty expressly permits the

transfer of water by

India from one tributary of the Jhelum

to another for the purpose of generat-

ing hydro-electric power, subject to cer-

tain conditions. The Court first found

that this right is not circumscribed by the

Treaty’s restriction of Indian uses on the

Western Rivers (which include the

Kishenganga/Neelum as a tributary of

the Jhelum) to the drainage basin of

those rivers. This restriction relates to

where water may be used, and is not

violated by the use outside of the drain-

age basin of electricity generated from

the water. The Court then examined the

Treaty provision requiring the Parties to

maintain the natural channels of the riv-

ers and its effect on inter-tributary trans-

fers. The Court found that this obliga-

tion involves maintaining the river chan-

nels’ physical capacity to carry water,

and does not require maintaining the

timing or volume of the flow in the river.

Accordingly, this obligation does not

limit India’s right to transfer water for

the purpose of generating hydro-elec-

tricity.

Having established that India’s right to

inter-tributary transfer is not prohibited

by other provisions of the Treaty, the

Court considered whether the KHEP

meets the express conditions on such

transfer.

The Court noted that for transfer to be

permissible, the KHEP must (1) be a

“Run-of-River Plant”; (2) be located on

a tributary of the Jhelum; and (3) con-

form to Paragraph 15 (iii) of the Treaty

Annexure governing hydro-electric

power generation. The Court observed

that a “Run-of-River Plant” is a term of

art defined by the Treaty and that the

KHEP is a Run-of-River Plant within that

definition. The Court further decided

that on the facts of the case the KHEP

should be regarded as located on the

Kishenganga/Neelum notwithstanding

that the KHEP’s power house is situated

at a distance of

23 kilometres from that river. The Court

also found that, by releasing water into

the Bonar Nallah after it has passed

through the power house, the KHEP

complies with the requirement that the

“water released below the Plant” be de-

livered “into another Tributary.” Finally,

the Court found that the KHEP’s inter-

tributary transfer is “necessary,” as re-

quired by the Treaty, for the generation

of hydroelectric power, as power can be

generated on the scale contemplated by

India in this location only by using the

665 metre difference in elevation be-

tween the dam site on the Kishenganga/

Neelum and the place where the water

is released into the Bonar Nallah.

2 The Interpretation of the Treaty with

Respect to “then existing Agricultural

Use or hydro-electric use by Pakistan”

In addition to the requirements de-

scribed above, the Court recognized that

Paragraph 15(iii) requires that “then ex-
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isting Agricultural Use or hydro-electric

use by Pakistan” on the downstream

reaches of the Kishenganga/Neelum not

be adversely affected by the KHEP’s in-

ter-tributary transfer. Pakistan argued

that “then existing” uses are to be de-

termined on an ongoing basis, whenever

water is transferred from one tributary

to another. India, in contrast, argued

that such uses must be determined at a

fixed point during the design of its hy-

dro-electric project.

In seeking to establish when a “then ex-

isting” agricultural or hydro-electric use

is to be determined, the Court was

guided in the interpretation of the

Treaty by Article 31(1) of the Vienna

Convention on the Law of Treaties: “[a]

treaty shall be interpreted in good faith

and in accordance with the ordinary

meaning to be given to the terms of the

treaty in their context and in light of its

object and purpose.”

The Court first examined the text of

Paragraph 15(iii), noting the provision’s

focus on the operation of hydro-electric

plants and the implication that the de-

termination of “then existing” uses

should take place on an ongoing basis

throughout the operational life of a

plant. The Court then considered the

context of Paragraph 15(iii) and noted

that the provision falls within a con-

tinuum of design, construction and op-

eration. The Court observed that the

provisions of the Treaty must be inter-

preted in a mutually reinforcing fashion,

as it would make little sense for the

Treaty to permit a plant to be designed

and built in a certain manner, but then

to prohibit the operation of that plant

in the very manner for which it was de-

signed. Finally, the Court examined the

object and purpose of the Treaty

and found that the Treaty both gives Pa-

kistan priority in the use of the waters

of the Western Rivers (including the

Kishenganga/Neelum) and India a right

to generate hydro-electric power on the

Western Rivers.

Turning to the application of the Treaty

to the KHEP, the Court first considered

the implications of the approaches ad-

vocated by the Parties. The Court ob-

served that under the “ambulatory” ap-

proach advocated by Pakistan, a

project’s design could be cleared for

construction as being consistent with

the design specifications of the Treaty,

but then be prevented from operating

by new uses by Pakistan.

In the Court’s view, the uncertainty cre-

ated by this approach, and the poten-

tial for wastage, would have a chilling

effect on the undertaking of any hydro-

electric projects by India on the West-

ern Rivers. With respect to the approach

advocated by India, under which

Pakistan’s uses would be determined at

the moment that India communicates a

“firm intention” to proceed with a

project, the Court observed that identi-

fying a critical date will often be diffi-

cult, but that it may be possible to iden-

tify a “critical period” in which design,

tenders, financing, public consultations,

environmental assessments, govern-

mental approvals and construction

come together to indicate a firm inten-

tion to proceed with a project. Never-

theless, the Court noted that a solely

“critical period” approach could result

in a “race” in which each Party would

seek to create uses that would freeze out

future uses by the other, an outcome the

Court rejected.

Having considered the approaches ad-

vocated by the Parties, the Court con-

cluded that neither the

ambulatory nor the critical period ap-

proach were fully satisfactory and that

the proper interpretation of the Treaty

combines elements of both. The Court

considered that it must first establish for

each of the KHEP and the NJHEP the

critical period in which the Parties not

only planned the projects, but took con-

crete steps toward their realization. Re-

viewing the evidence provided by the

Parties, the Court concluded that the

KHEP reached this period in 2004–2006.

In contrast, the Court found that Paki-

stan demonstrated a comparable com-

mitment to the NJHEP in 2007 and 2008.

Given this timing, the Court decided that

India’s right to divert the waters of the

Kishenganga/Neelum by the KHEP is

protected by the Treaty.

However, the Court also decided that

India’s right to divert the Kishenganga/

Neelum is not absolute—it is subject to

the constraints specified in the Treaty

and, in addition, by the relevant prin-

ciples of customary international law.

Paragraph 15(iii) gives rise to India’s right

to construct and

operate hydro-electric projects involving

inter-tributary transfers, but also obliges

India to operate those projects in such

a way as to avoid adversely affecting

Pakistan’s then existing agricultural and

hydro-electric uses. Both Parties’ entitle-

ments under the Treaty must be made

effective so far as possible. The Court

therefore found that Pakistan retains the

right to receive a minimum flow of wa-

ter from India in the Kishenganga/

Neelum riverbed at all times. The Court

noted that this right also stems from cus-

tomary international environmental law,

and that it considered that the Treaty

must be applied in light of contempo-

rary international environmental law

principles.

In this context, the Court recalled the

commitment made by India’s Agent in

the course of the hearing that India

would ensure a minimum environmen-

tal flow downstream of the KHEP at all

times.

3. The Court’s Request for Further Data

Having concluded that the Treaty re-

quires the preservation of a minimum

flow of water downstream of the KHEP,

the Court determined that the data pro-

vided by the Parties are insufficient to

allow it to decide the precise amount of

flow to be preserved.

The Court therefore deferred its deter-

mination of the appropriate minimum

flow to a Final Award, and requested the

Parties to provide additional data con-

cerning the impacts of a range of mini-

mum flows at the KHEP dam on, (for In-

dia), (a) power generation at the KHEP;

and (b) environmental concerns from
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the dam site at Gurez to the Line of Con-

trol; and, (for Pakistan), (a) power gen-

eration at the NJHEP; (b) agricultural

uses of water downstream of the Line

of Control to Nauseri; and (c) environ-

mental concerns at and downstream of

the Line of Control to Nauseri.

THE SECOND DISPUTE

1. The Admissibility of the Dispute over

the Depletion of Reservoirs below “Dead

Storage

Level”

Insofar as India had raised two objec-

tions to the admissibility of the Second

Dispute, the Court

considered, first, whether Pakistan had

followed the Treaty procedure for the

submission of disputes to the Court; and

second, whether the Second Dispute,

given its subject-matter, could properly

be heard by the Court. With respect to

the first question, the Court observed

that the Treaty provides for disagree-

ments between the Parties to be re-

solved either by a seven-member court

of arbitration or by a single, highly-quali-

fied engineer, acting as a neutral expert.

The Court concluded that the neutral

expert process is given priority only if

one or the other Party has in fact re-

quested the appointment of a neutral

expert. In the present case, neither Party

made such a request and the Court was

therefore not precluded from hearing

the Second Dispute. With respect to the

second question, the Court found that

although the Treaty specifies the tech-

nical matters that may be referred to a

neutral expert, it does not give the neu-

tral expert exclusive competence over

these listed matters. Once constituted,

a court of arbitration is empowered to

consider any question arising out of the

Treaty, including technical questions.

Having rejected both objections, the

Court found that the Second Dispute is

admissible.

2. The Permissibility of the Depletion of

Reservoirs for Drawdown Flushing

In approaching the merits of the second

dispute, the Court observed that the

question of reservoir depletion is linked

in the Parties’ disagreement with the

permissibility of controlling sediment

through the procedure of drawing down

the reservoir and flushing accumulated

sediment downstream. The Court briefly

reviewed the process of sedimentation

in the reservoirs of hydro-electric plants

and the various techniques available for

sediment control, including drawdown

flushing.

The Court then examined three aspects

of the context of the Treaty with respect

to drawdown

flushing. First, the Court observed that

one of the primary objectives of the

Treaty was to limit the storage of water

by India on the Western Rivers and that

the Treaty includes strict restrictions on

the volume of storage permitted to In-

dia. The Court noted that in contrast, the

volume of Dead Storage is not con-

trolled, suggesting that such storage was

not intended to be subject to manipu-

lation. Second, the Court noted that the

Treaty includes design restrictions on

the low-level outlets that would be re-

quired to deplete a reservoir and that

these restrictions make sense only if

depletion is also restricted. Third, the

Court recalled that the Treaty drafters

intended for India to have the right to

generate hydro-electric power on the

Western Rivers, and noted that this right

must be given effect by allowing India’s

hydro-electric development to be sus-

tainable.

Reading the provisions of the Treaty in

light of these contextual aspects, the

Court concluded that the Treaty prohib-

its depletion below Dead Storage Level

of the reservoirs of Run-of River Plants

(and, correspondingly, drawdown flush-

ing) through reference to a provision of

the Treaty Annexure dedicated to stor-

age works, which states that “the Dead

Storage shall not be depleted except in

an unforeseen emergency.” The Court

also noted that the Treaty includes re-

strictions on the permissible variation in

the volume of flow in a river above and

below a hydro-electric plant, and that

these restrictions may also be incompat-

ible with drawdown flushing in certain

reservoirs and in certain flow conditions.

To complete its analysis, the Court ex-

amined whether the sustainable genera-

tion of hydro-electric power on the

Western Rivers is possible without draw-

down flushing. After reviewing the tech-

nical documentation submitted by the

Parties and the testimony of the experts

presented by them, the Court observed

that drawdown flushing is only one

means of sediment control and con-

cluded that hydroelectricity may be gen-

erated without flushing.

Finally, insofar as certain hydro-electric

plants are under construction or have

been completed by

India, the Court stated that its decision

on the Second Dispute may not be so

interpreted as to cast doubt retrospec-

tively on any Run-of-River Plants already

in operation on the Western Rivers, nor

as to affect retrospectively any such

Plant already under construction the

design of which (having already been

duly communicated by India under the

relevant provisions of the Treaty) has not

been objected to by Pakistan as pro-

vided for in the Treaty.

The seven-member Court of Arbitration

is chaired by Judge Stephen M.

Schwebel (United States), former Presi-

dent of the International Court of Jus-

tice. The other members of the Court

are Sir Franklin Berman KCMG QC

(United Kingdom), Professor Howard S.

Wheater FREng (United Kingdom), Pro-

fessor Lucius Caflisch (Switzerland), Pro-

fessor Jan Paulsson (Sweden), Judge

Bruno Simma (Germany), and H.E. Judge

Peter Tomka (Slovakia). The Permanent

Court of Arbitration in The Hague acts

as Secretariat to the Court of Arbitration.

In June 2011, the Court of Arbitration

conducted a site visit to the Neelum/

Jhelum and Kishenganga hydro-electric

projects and surrounding areas located

on the Kishenganga/Neelum river. In

February 2012, a delegation of the Court

conducted a second site visit to the

Neelum river valley. The Parties have

also submitted written pleadings. From
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August 20 to 31, 2012, the Court of Ar-

bitration conducted a two-week hearing

on the merits of the dispute between

the Parties.

On September 23, 2011, the Court of Ar-

bitration issued an Order on Interim

Measures.

INDIA tops the list ofINDIA tops the list ofINDIA tops the list ofINDIA tops the list ofINDIA tops the list of
bbbbblaclaclaclaclack monek monek monek monek money in they in they in they in they in the

entirentirentirentirentire we we we we worororororldldldldld
While there is no official estimate avail-

able for the magnitude of India’s black

money, unofficial estimates put the fig-

ure at around $1.4 trillion (over Rs 70

lakh crore). This amount is more than

one year’s GDP of India. Most of this

money has been stashed away in banks

in ‘tax havens’ abroad over the last 60

years by corrupt politicians, industrial-

ists, bureaucrats and middlemen.

The bulk of India’s black money is

stashed away in secret bank accounts in

Switzerland, according to data provided

by the Swiss Bankers Association. India

has more black money than rest of the

world combined. India tops the list with

almost $1,456 billion in Swiss banks, fol-

lowed by Russia $470 billion, the UK

$390 billion, Ukraine $100 billion and

China, with $96 billion. Indian Swiss bank

account assets are worth 13 times the

country’s national debt.

India is ranked 6th on the black money

top-ten countdown for illicit outflows

monitored during 2002-2006. The esti-

mated average amount stashed away

annually from India during 2002-2006 is

$27.3 billion. Switzerland is the top des-

tination for illegal funds because of its

strict secrecy laws. Also, Swiss banks sell

additional masks to hide the identity of

their rich clients, like trusts in the Cay-

man islands, shell companies in Panama,

or foundations in Liechtenstein, all run

by nominees.

Political and bureaucratic corruptions in

India are major concerns. Transparency

International, an international

organisation that ranks countries on a

Corruption Perception Index (CPI),

ranked India 86th out of the 180 coun-

tries ranked by it in 2009. The CPI rates

countries on a scale of zero to 10, with

zero indicating high levels of corruption

and 10, low. India’s CPI score was a mea-

sly 3.4 out of 10, indicating fairly large

levels of corruption. A 2005 study con-

ducted by the organisation found that

more than 15 per cent of Indians had

first-hand experience of paying bribes or

influence peddling to successfully com-

plete jobs in public office. Taxes and

bribes are a fact of daily life and com-

mon between state borders. Transpar-

ency International estimates that truck-

ers pay US$5 billion in bribes annually.

According to Transparency International,

judicial corruption in India is attributable

to factors such as “delays in the disposal

of cases, shortage of judges and com-

plex procedures, all of which are exac-

erbated by a preponderance of new

laws”.

A 2009 survey of the leading economies

of Asia, revealed Indian bureaucracy to

be not just least efficient out of

Singapore, Hong Kong, Thailand, South

Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan, Viet-

nam, China, Philippines and Indonesia;

further it was also found that working

with India’s civil servants was a “slow

and painful” process.

The total share in FDI of Mauritius is

55,203 million or Rs 2,47,092.30 crore.

Indeed, they are believed to be the ones

leading the boom in the stock markets.

But the Mauritius angle does not end

there. Reports in the financial media in-

dicate that a substantial part of FII in-

vestment is believed to be coming from

Non-resident Indians (NRIs) bringing

back funds to participate in the ongoing

speculative orgy in the Indian stock mar-

kets, much of which is said to be routed

through Mauritius-based paper compa-

nies. Black money stashed by Indian

abroad has found way in India through

this route. The Capital Gains Tax exemp-

tion giving to this Tax Haven has given

the national exchequer on account of

lost capital gains tax in the decade end-

ing 2003 would amount to a whopping

Rs 28,139 crore. Even if it is an admitted

policy of the state to woo foreign capi-

tal at any cost, the question is whether

losses of this kind are acceptable to the

polity at large.

In a most recent example of corruption,

even as the Enforcement Directorate

(ED) probes US$8 billion worth transac-

tions allegedly involving suspected

money launderer Hasan Ali Khan, evi-

dence available with a news source in

India shows that he had transactions of

over Rs 112,000 crore (US$24.86 billion)

between years 2005 and 2006. This

amount is enough to fund the national

drinking water project in all the six lakh

villages in India for the next 10 years.

Even as the Hasan Ali case has hit the

headlines and the Enforcement Director-

ate claims that India’s biggest tax of-

fender has as much as eight billion dol-

lars stashed away abroad, he is only one

of the big tax offenders and this stash is

only a part of the huge illicit outflow

from India. Documents seized by ED re-

veal that Hasan Ali transferred $700,000

from Sarasin Bank, Switzerland to the

account of SK Financial services UK

maintained with Barclays Bank, London

through Citibank, New York.

If the estimates of Rs 70 lakh crore of

Indian black money parked abroad are

brought back this money can surely lift

the 40 crore Indians living below pov-

erty line out of poverty, or it can fund

entire infrastructure building for the

next 15-20 years. It can also educate all

Indian children for next 50 years.

Microbes Thrive in
Deepest Spot on Earth

The deepest oceanic trench on Earth is

home to a surprisingly active commu-

nity of bacteria, suggesting other

trenches may be hotspots of microbial

life, researchers say. Life in the deep

ocean often relies on organic matter

snowing down from above. As these

particles waft down, their nutrients get

degraded by microbes attached to them,

so only 1 to 2 percent of the organic

matter produced in surface waters is

expected to make it to the average

ocean depth of about 12,150 feet (3,700
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meters). Just how much makes it to the

very deepest parts is unknown.

To learn more about life in the dirt at

the ocean's depths, scientists used a

submersible lander to analyze mud from

the surface of Challenger Deep, the

deepest spot of the Mariana Trench at

the bottom of the central west Pacific

Ocean. This 36,000-foot-deep (11,000

m) trench is the deepest known point

on Earth's surface.

5th BRICS Summit
The  5th BRICS Summit was held in

Durban on March 27, 2013. South Africa

assumed the Chair of BRICS from India

at the Durban Summit. BRICS nations

said that significant risks remain and the

performance of the global economy still

falls behind their expectations. "Uncer-

tainty about strength and durability of

the recovery and the direction of policy

in some major economies remains

high," Brazil, Russia, India, China and

South Africa said in a declaration re-

leased after the conclusion of the 5th

BRICS Summit in Durban.

Central banks in advanced economies

have responded with unconventional

monetary policy actions which have in-

creased global liquidity, the declaration

said. Major central banks "should avoid

the unintended consequences of these

actions in the form of increased volatil-

ity of capital flows, currencies and com-

modity prices, which may have negative

growth effects on other economies, in

particular developing countries," the

declaration said.

The BRICS nations reaffirmed their

strong commitment to support growth

and foster financial stability, and also un-

derscored the need for appropriate ac-

tion to be taken by advanced economies

in order to rebuild confidence, foster

growth and secure a strong recovery. In

the declaration, the emerging econo-

mies expressed concerns over the slow

place of the reform of the International

Monetary Fund.

They called for the reform of interna-

tional financial institutions to make

them more representative and to reflect

the growing weight of BRICS and other

developing countries. The BRICS nations

are also concerned with the deteriora-

tion of the security and humanitarian

situation in Syria, and reaffirmed their

opposition to any further militarization

of the conflict in the country.

BRICS summit ends as leaders agree to

establish development bank

The 5th BRICS summit ended Wednes-

day with leaders agreeing to establish a

development bank, while several agree-

ments were signed to strengthen coop-

eration within the grouping and en-

hance engagement with other emerg-

ing and developing economies. New

BRICS chairperson and South African

President Jacob Zuma told a media brief-

ing early Wednesday afternoon that fol-

lowing a report from the finance minis-

ters, the leaders were satisfied that the

establishment of the bank was feasible

and viable. This was after the consider-

ation that developing countries faced

challenges of infrastructure develop-

ment due to insufficient long-term fi-

nancing and direct investment, espe-

cially in capital stock, and constrained

aggregate demand.

As a result, there was need for BRICS

cooperation towards more productive

use of global financial resources to make

a positive contribution to the process.

"We have agreed to establish the new

development bank. The initial capital

contributions for the bank should be

substantial and sufficient for the bank

to be effective in financing infrastruc-

ture.

Zuma added that BRICS leaders had also

in June 2012 tasked finance ministers

and central bank governors to explore

the construction of a financial safety net

leading to the creation of a Contingent

Reserve Arrangement (CRA) within

BRICS countries.

Leaders agreed that the creation of the

CRA with an initial size of 100 billion U.S.

dollars was also viable subject to inter-

nal legal frameworks and appropriate

safeguards. "We direct our finance min-

isters and central bank governors to con-

tinue working towards its establish-

ment. We are grateful to our

finance ministers and central bank gov-

ernors for the work undertaken on the

new development bank and contingent

reserve arrangement.

Agreements signed during the summit

included one on green economy coop-

eration co-financing and another on in-

frastructure co- financing for Africa. The

leaders also launched the BRICS Busi-

ness Council, which will provide business

to business linkages within the group-

ing, while an agreement on the estab-

lishment of a BRICS Think-Tanks Council

that was signed on March 11 was for-

mally declared.

They also recognized the 5th BRICS Aca-

demic Forum and the role of academics

in fostering dialogue.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

urged BRICS nations to promote the fo-

rum by allowing academics to share

their unique experiences, particularly in

the areas of energy, food security, edu-

cation, health care, sustainable develop-

ment, information technology and pub-

lic service.

Besides the summit proper, BRICS na-

tions also signed bilateral agreements

among themselves as they sought to ce-

ment relations within the context of the

transcontinental grouping. Addressing a

plenary session earlier in the morning,

Zuma said it was appropriate that the

leaders celebrate BRICS achievements,

including its further contributions to the

strengthening of the global agenda to

ensure a more equitable and prosper-

ous world. "The BRICS Forum offers

member states the opportunity of am-

plifying voices for political, financial, eco-

nomic and social interests around com-

mon goals and development agenda

based on shared values." He said there

was need to forge a paradigm shift in

global relations and cooperation.

There was need for emerging countries

to enjoy the fruits of their resource en-

dowments by shifting from primary to

industrial development and thus benefi-
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ciate their goods.

Shifting to his country, he said South

Africa was keen to learn from the expe-

riences of others and wanted to upgrade

about 3.2 million youths into formal

employment while enhancing skills de-

velopment.

The BRIC [Brazil, Russia, India and

China] idea was first conceived by

economists of Goldman Sachs as part of

an economic modeling exercise to fore-

cast global economic trends over the

next half century; the acronym BRIC was

first used in 2001 by Goldman Sachs in

their Global Economics Paper No. 66,

"The World Needs Better Economic

BRICs".

eThekwini Declaration and
Action Plan
The leaders of the Federative Republic

of Brazil, the Russian Federation, the

Republic of India, the People's Republic

of China and the Republic of South Af-

rica, met in Durban, South Africa, on 27

March 2013 at the Fifth BRICS Summit.

Our discussions took place under the

overarching theme, "BRICS and Africa:

Partnership for Development, Integra-

tion and Industrialisation”. The Fifth

BRICS Summit concluded the first cycle

of BRICS Summits and we reaffirmed our

commitment to the promotion of inter-

national law, multilateralism and the

central role of the United Nations (UN).

Our discussions reflected our growing

intra-BRICS solidarity as well as our

shared goal to contribute positively to

global peace, stability, development and

cooperation. We also considered our

role in the international system as based

on an inclusive approach of shared soli-

darity and cooperation towards all na-

tions and peoples.

H7N9 Outbreak in China
H7N9 bird flu has claimed two more lives

in Shanghai, Chinese state media said on

Tuesday, bringing the death toll from the

disease to 16. H7N9 bird flu has claimed

two more lives in Shanghai, Chinese

state media said on Tuesday, bringing

the death toll from the disease to 16.

China has confirmed 77 human cases of

H7N9 avian influenza since announcing

two weeks ago that it had found the

strain in people for the first time. The

new strain of the flu had been confined

to the eastern city of Shanghai and

nearby Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Anhui un-

til Saturday when the first case was re-

ported in Beijing. It has since spread

west to the central province of Henan

where two new cases were reported on

Sunday.

China confirmed 14 new H7N9 cases

between 6 pm on Monday and 8 pm

Tuesday, Xinhua said, with two more

deaths reported in Shanghai. A total of

30 cases, including 11 ending in death,

have now been reported in Shanghai.

H7N9 Serotype Influenza Virus

H7N9 is a serotype of the species

Influenzavirus A (avian influenza virus or

bird flu virus). H7 normally circulates

amongst avian populations with some

variants known to occasionally infect

humans. An H7N9 virus was first reported

to have infected humans in 2013 in China.

According to World Health Organization,

symptoms include fever, cough, and

shortness of breath, which may progress

to severe pneumonia. WHO also notes

that information is limited. The New

England Journal of Medicine reported

that patients were critically ill. As of April

17, a total of 17 patients with confirmed

H7N9 virus infection (21%) and 1 patient

with suspected infection had died of

acute respiratory distress syndrome

(ARDS) or multiorgan failure, and 60 pa-

tients with confirmed cases and 1 with a

suspected case remained critically ill.

Treatment

Currently, no vaccine exists for H7N9,

but antigenic and genome sequencing

suggests that H7N9 is sensitive to

neuraminidase inhibitors, such as

oseltamivir and zanamivir. Oseltamivir

is also known under its trade name

Tamiflu.

India's external debt
rise over $376 bn as of

Dec end last year
India's total external debt rose to 376.3

billion US Dollar as of December end last

year, up by 8.9 per cent since March on

account of long-term and short-term

components.

An official statement said, increase in

long-term debt, which accounted for

75.6 per cent of total external borrow-

ings, was mainly on account of NRI de-

posits and commercial borrowings,

while short-term debt stood higher due

to trade related credits.

The World’s Largest
Telescope at the
Highest Altitude

Major Atmospheric Cerenkov Experi-

ment Telescope or MACE Hanle, is the

world's largest telescope at the highest

altitude being established at Hanle,

Ladakh. It is being built by ECIL,

Hyderabad for BARC. It will be built in

Hyderabad and will be assembled at the

campus of Indian Astronomical Obser-

vatory at Hanle. It will be remotely op-

erated and will run on Solar Power. It will

help to explore the exciting energy range

of gamma ray energy region in between

satellite and the traditional Atmospheric

Cerenkov experiments. The telescope is

named after the Russian scientist Cer-

enkov who predicted that charged par-

ticles moving at high speeds in a me-

dium, emit light.

 According to Dr Tushar P Prabhu, Pro-

fessor in-charge at Hanle, Indian Insti-

tute of Astrophysics, Bangalore will con-

duct experiments. IIA in collaboration

with Tata Fundamental Research Insti-

tute (TIFR), demonstrated the advan-

tages of high altitude by installing High

Altitude Energy Gamma Ray (HAGAR)

Telescope. High energy gamma rays

emitted from black hole or centers of

galaxies, compact objects like pulsars  in

our galaxy get absorbed in the atmo-

sphere and do not reach the land. But

when these rays interact with the atmo-

sphere, the photons give rise to elec-

tron–positron pairs and there is a cas-

cade of particles. When the particles

move in the atmosphere at very high

speed, they give rise to Cerenkov radia-

tion. The blue and ultraviolet Cerenkov
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light is observed to infer the number of

gamma rays hitting the atmosphere. The

gamma rays are high energy processes

in the universe. Their study will help to

understand study of high energy phys-

ics close to black holes, compact objects,

dark matter  and high gravitational

fields.

The advantage of high altitude is that

the Cerenkov radiation due to gamma-

rays which  normally occurs at 10 km

altitude above sea level, will be at 5.5

km above ground,  almost half the dis-

tance from the telescope. The intensity

of radiation on the ground will be four

times higher. A smaller facility in such

place will be sufficient to achieve what

a bigger facility will do closer to sea level.

Telescopes of HAGAR were fabricated in

Bangalore and the detectors in the fo-

cal plane were built in TFIR laboratories

at Mumbai. In 2008 HAGAR saw the first

light, and observations are continuing

thereafter.

One of the important observations was

of a galaxy with an active nucleus where

the activity increases occasionally due

to processes in matter falling on the

black hole.

The Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT)

at Hanle, has discovered three galaxies

with super massive black holes out of

observation of 10 galaxies. The other

important discoveries of the telescope

include subtle differences between dif-

ferent supernovae explosions and new

variable stars forming in our galaxy. The

HCT also successfully discovered a num-

ber of low metallicity stars.

The 2-m aperture optical-infrared tele-

scope, HCT, was installed in 2000 and

started its   operation remotely since

2001.The telescope is equipped with 3

science instruments which are mounted

on an instrument cube at the cassegrain

focus of the telescope. The instruments

available are the Himalayan Faint Object

Spectrograph (HFOSC), the near-IR im-

age, and the optical CCD imager. The

remote operations make easy for as-

tronomers to work without travelling to

the remote high altitude site. Astrono-

mers from all over the world and from

other countries are using this.

Orbital Sciences to
launch

Antares rocket
Orbital Sciences, one of two private US

firms chosen by NASA to shuttle cargo

to the International Space Station, will

make a new attempt to launch a first

test flight of its Antares rocket. The new

launch from the Wallops flight facility

on an island off the coast of the state

of Virginia, some 270 kilometers from

Washington. The Antares rocket, a two-

stage launch vehicle 40 meters tall and

3.9 meters in diameter, is set to hit an

orbit of 249 kilometers some 10 minutes

after take-off.

 A USD 1.9 billion contract requires Or-

bital Sciences to deliver freight to the

ISS over the course of eight flights by the

beginning of 2016

NowNowNowNowNow, , , , ,      E coli bacteria  toE coli bacteria  toE coli bacteria  toE coli bacteria  toE coli bacteria  to
prprprprproduce diesel onoduce diesel onoduce diesel onoduce diesel onoduce diesel on

demanddemanddemanddemanddemand
In a breakthrough, researchers claim to

have discovered a method to make bac-

teria produce diesel on demand. While

the technology developed by the Uni-

versity of Exeter, with support from

Shell, sti ll faces many significant

commercialisation challenges, the die-

sel, produced by special strains of E coli

bacteria is almost identical to conven-

tional diesel fuel. Thus it does not need

to be blended with petroleum products

as is often required by bio-diesels de-

rived from plant oils, researchers said.

This also means that the diesel can be

used with current supplies in existing in-

frastructure because engines, pipelines

and tankers do not need to be modified.

Bio-fuels with these characteristics are

being termed 'drop-ins'.

"Replacing conventional diesel with a

carbon neutral bio-fuel in commercial

volumes would be a tremendous step

towards meeting our target of an 80 per

cent reduction in greenhouse gas emis-

sions by 2050.

E coli bacteria naturally turn sugars into

fat to build their cell membranes. Syn-

thetic fuel oil molecules can be created

by harnessing this natural oil production

process. Large scale manufacturing us-

ing E coli as the catalyst is already com-

monplace in the pharmaceutical indus-

try and, although the bio-diesel is cur-

rently produced in tiny quantities in the

laboratory, work will continue to see if

this may be a viable commercial path-

way to 'drop in' fuels.

The Public Interest
Disclosure and

Protection to Persons
Making the Disclosures

Bill, 2010
(Whistleblowers)

Whistleblowing is the act of disclosing

information by an employee or any

stakeholder about an illegal or unethi-

cal conduct within an organisation.

The Law Commission of India in 2001

had recommended that in order to elimi-

nate corruption, a law to protect

whistleblowers was essential. It had also

drafted a Bill in its report. In 2004, in

response to a petition filed after the

murder of Satyendra Dubey, the Su-

preme Court directed that a machinery

be put in place for acting on complaints

from whistleblowers till a law is en-

acted.3 The government notified a reso-

lution in 20044 that gave the Central

Vigilance Commission (CVC) the power

to act on complaints from

whistleblowers.

Since 2004, CVC has received 1,354 com-

plaints from whistleblowers (see Table

2). In 2007, the report of the Second

Administrative Reforms Commission5

also recommended that a specific law

be enacted to protect whistleblowers.

India is also a signatory (not ratified) to

the UN Convention against Corruption

since 2005, which enjoins states to fa-

cilitate reporting of corruption by pub-

lic officials and provide protection

against retaliation for witnesses and ex-

perts.6

The Bill replaces the 2004 government

resolution and sets up a mechanism to
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receive complaints of corruption or wil-

ful misuse of power by a public servant.

It also provides safeguards against vic-

timization of the person making the

complaint.

The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha

on August 26, 2010 by the Ministry of

Personnel, Public Grievance and Pen-

sions. The Bill was referred to the Stand-

ing Committee on Personnel, Public

Grievances, Law and Justice (Chairper-

son: Smt Jayanthi Natarajan), which is

scheduled to submit its report by Feb-

ruary 14, 2011.

The Bill seeks to protect whistleblowers,

i.e. persons making a public interest dis-

closure related to an act of corruption,

misuse of power, or criminal offence by

a public servant.

Any public servant or any other person

including a non-governmental organiza-

tion may make such a disclosure to the

Central or State Vigilance Commission.

Every complaint has to include the identity

of the complainant.

The Vigilance Commission shall not dis-

close the identity of the complainant

except to the head of the department if

he deems it necessary. The Bill penalises

any person who has disclosed the iden-

tity of the complainant.

The Bill prescribes penalties for know-

ingly making false complaints.

Key Issues and Analysis

n The Bill aims to balance the need

to protect honest officials from un-

due harassment with protecting

persons making a public interest

disclosure. It punishes any person

making false complaints. However,

it does not provide any penalty for

victimising a complainant.

n The CVC was designated to receive

public interest disclosures since

2004 through a government reso-

lution. There have been only a few

hundred complaints every year. The

provisions of the Bill are similar to

that of the resolution. Therefore, it

is unlikely that the number of com-

plaints will differ significantly.

n The power of the CVC is limited to

making recommendations. Also it

does not have any power to impose

penalties. This is in contrast to the

powers of the Karnataka Lokayukta

and the Delhi Lokayukta.

n The Bill has a limited definition of

disclosure and does not define

victimisation. Other countries such

as US, UK, and Canada define dis-

closure more widely and define

victimisation.

n The Bill differs on many issues with

the proposed Bill of the Law Com-

mission and the 2nd Administrative

Reform Commission’s report. These

include non-admission of anony-

mous complaints and lack of pen-

alties for officials who victimise

whistleblowers.

n Any public servant or any other

person including a non-govern-

mental organization may make a

public interest disclosure to a Com-

petent Authority (defined as the

Central or State Vigilance Commis-

sion).

n “Disclosure” is defined as any com-

plaint made in writing or electronic

mail against a public servant on

matters related to (a) attempt to or

commission of an offence under

the Prevention of Corruption Act,

1988; (b) wilful misuse of power

which leads to demonstrable loss

to the government or gain to the

public servant; or (c) attempt or

commission of a criminal offence by

a public servant.

n A “public servant” is any person

who is an employee of the central

government or the state govern-

ment or any company or society

owned or controlled by the central

or state government. However, no

public interest disclosure shall be

accepted against defence, police

and intelligence personnel.

n Each disclosure shall be accompa-

nied by full particulars and support-

ing documents. The Vigilance Com-

mission shall not entertain anony-

mous complaints.

Procedure of Inquiry

n First, the Vigilance Commission has

to verify the identity of the com-

plainant, and then conceal his iden-

tity (unless the complainant has

revealed it to any other authority).

Then it shall decide whether the

matter needs to be investigated

based on the disclosure or after

making discreet inquiries. If it de-

cides to investigate, it shall seek an

explanation from the head of the

concerned organisation. The Vigi-

lance Commission shall not reveal

the identity of the complainant to

the head of the organisation unless

it is of the opinion that it is neces-

sary to do so. The head of the

organisation cannot reveal the

identity of the complainant.

n After conducting the inquiry, if the

Vigilance Commission feels that the

complaint is frivolous or there is no

sufficient ground to proceed, it

shall close the matter. If the inquiry

substantiates allegation of corrup-

tion or misuse of power, it shall rec-

ommend certain measures to the

public authority (anybody falling

within the jurisdiction of the Vigi-

lance Commission). Measures in-

clude initiating proceedings against

the concerned public servant, tak-

ing steps to redress the loss to the

government, and recommending

criminal proceedings to the appro-

priate authority.

n Every public authority shall create

a mechanism to deal with inquiries

into disclosures. The mechanism

shall be supervised by the Vigilance

Commission.

n The Vigilance Commission may take

the assistance of the Central Bu-

reau of Investigation or police au-

thorities to make inquiries or to

obtain information.

Exemption from Inquiry

n The Vigilance Commission shall not

entertain any matter (a) if it has

been decided by a Court or Tribu-

nal, (b) if a public inquiry has been
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ordered, or (c) if the complaint is

made five years after the action.

n The Public Interest Disclosure Bill,

2010 PRS Legislative Research

n The Bill exempts disclosure of pro-

ceedings of the Cabinet if it is likely

to affect the sovereignty of India,

security of the state, friendly rela-

tions with foreign states, public or-

der, decency or morality. Such an

exemption has to be certified by

the Secretary to the central or state

government.

Safeguards for Persons Making Disclo-

sure

n A person shall not be victimised or

proceeded against merely on the

grounds that he has made a disclo-

sure or assisted in an inquiry. The

directions of the Vigilance Commis-

sion are binding in this regard.

n The Vigilance Commission may give

directions to a concerned public

servant or authority to protect a

complainant or witness either on

an application by the complainant

or based on its own information. It

may direct that the public servant

who made the disclosure be re-

stored to his previous position.

n If the Vigilance Commission de-

cides that a complainant or a wit-

ness or a person assisting an inquiry

needs protection (either based on

an application filed by the com-

plaint or a witness or on its own

information), it shall issue direc-

tions to the concerned government

authorities to protect such persons.

n The Vigilance Commission shall

protect the identity of the com-

plainant and related documents,

unless it decides against doing so,

or is required by a court to do so.

Penalties

n The Bill lays down penalties for vari-

ous offences. For not furnishing re-

ports to the Vigilance Commission,

a fine of upto Rs 250 shall be im-

posed for each day till the report is

submitted. The total penalty

amount however cannot exceed Rs

50,000. For revealing the identity

of complainant negligently or due

to mala fide reasons, the penalty is

imprisonment for upto 3 years and

a fine of upto Rs 50,000. For know-

ingly making false or misleading dis-

closures with mala fide intentions,

the penalty is imprisonment upto

2 years and a fine of upto Rs 30,000.

n Any person aggrieved by an order

of the Vigilance Commission relat-

ing to imposition of penalty for not

furnishing reports or revealing

identity of complainant may file an

appeal to the High Court within 60

days.

Massive star-forming
galaxy discovered in

early Universe
Astronomers using a world-wide collec-

tion of telescopes have discovered the

most prolific star-churning galaxy in the

cosmos - from when the Universe was

only six per cent of its current age. The

galaxy, dubbed HFLS3, 12.8 billion light-

years from Earth, is producing the

equivalent of nearly 3,000 Suns per year,

a rate more than 2,000 times that of our

own Milky Way. The galaxy is massive,

with a huge reservoir of gas from which

to form new stars.

n To accurately determine the

galaxy's distance and characteris-

tics required observations with 12

international telescope facilities,

including both orbiting and ground-

based telescopes.

n The National Science Foundation's

Karl G Jansky Very Large Array (VLA)

provided information about cold

molecular gas from which new stars

are being formed and the radio

waves emitted by the remnants of

deceased, short-lived, very massive

stars.

n The scientists found that the galaxy

has a mass of stars nearly 40 billion

times the mass of the Sun, and gas

and dust totalling more than 100

billion times the mass of the Sun,

all surrounded by enough mysteri-

ous dark matter to eventually build

an entire cluster of galaxies.  This

galaxy is proof that very intense

bursts of star formation existed

only 880 million years after the Big

Bang.

NATIONAL MISSION
FOR A GREEN INDIA

The National Mission for a Green India

has been approved by the Prime

Minister’s Council on Climate Change.

The Mission is one of eight missions un-

der India’s National Action Plan on

Climate Change (NAPCC).

Mission Objective

The Mission objective is to increase for-

est/tree cover on five million ha. of for-

ested and nonforested land, and im-

proved quality of forest cover on an-

other 5 million ha – a total of 10

million ha. The Mission will also focus

on improvement of ecosystem services,

including biodiversity, hydrological ser-

vices and carbon sequestration, and aim

to increase forest-based livelihood in-

comes for 3 million forest dependent

families. In terms of carbon sequestra-

tion, the mission aims to reach an an-

nual CO2 sequestration of 50 to 60 mil-

lion tonnes by 2020, which will increase

the share of green house gas (GHG)

emissions offset by India’s forest and

tree cover to around 6 percent as com-

pared to 4.5 percent that would have

been offset in the absence of the Mis-

sion.

‘Business as Unusual’

Several key innovations have been pro-

posed in this Mission that mark a major

change in approach from the traditional

focus of forestry programmes in the

past:

n Focus on quality of forests: an em-

phasis on the density of forest

cover.

n Emphasis on Ecosystem services:

non-carbon services like

biodiversity, water and improved

biomass are recognized as key ben-

efits, along with carbon sequestra-

tion  Decentralization: at a local

level, the Gram Sabha will be re-

sponsible for facilitating the Mis-
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sion

n Landscape-based approach: the

Mission will tackle forest and non-

forested areas at the same time, in

areas of 5000 to 6000 hectares at a

time.

Compliance with Forest Rights Act, 2006

Compliance with the Forest Rights Act,

2006 has been made an essential ele-

ment of the Mission implementation. As

part of the conditions of the Mission, it

is proposed that no funds will be re-

leased to agencies until the Act is com-

plied with. Committees set-up by the

Gram Sabha under FRA will be centrally

engaged as part the institutional land-

scape for implementation of the Mis-

sion.

Transparency in Mission Finalisation

The Mission has been finalised after ex-

tensive consultation, with an attempt at

transparency and inclusiveness at every

stage of its creation. The draft Mission

document has been on the Ministry

website since May, 2010. It was made

available in 11 languages to ensure in-

puts from as many citizens as possible.

Over June and July 2010, the Minister

of Environment and Forests, Mr Jairam

Ramesh held public consultations in

seven cities across India, in which over

1450 people directly participated. Thou-

sands of letters and representations

were also received and considered in fi-

nalizing the Mission.

The National Mission for a Green India

was broadly welcomed and received

several useful inputs from members of

the Prime Minister’s Council. Members

emphasized the need to quantify the

value of ecosystem services, i.e. the non-

carbon benefits, of the Mission. To en-

sure good monitoring of the mission, it

was suggested that the capacity of Gram

Sabhas and

Panchayati Raj Institutions must be built

up. A polycentric approach, instead of a

‘one size fits all’ approach, was empha-

sized. Suggestions were also made re-

garding the convergence and collabora-

tion of the Mission with other govern-

ment schemes like the MNREGA, and

other Ministries of the Government,

especially Ministry of New and Renew-

able Energy, Ministry of Water Re-

sources and Ministry of Agriculture.

Following the approval, the Ministry of

Environment and Forests will incorpo-

rate the comments made by the Coun-

cil members into the final document,

and launch the process of

setting up a Mission Secretariat as an

autonomous society, and start prepara-

tory work. 2011-12 will be a preparatory

year for the Mission, and the full-scale

Mission will run from 2012-13 to 2021-

22 – the duration of the twelfth and the

thirteenth five-year plans.

What is Bt Brinjal?
Bt Brinjal is a transgenic brinjal created

by inserting a gene

cry1Ac from the soil bacterium Bacillus

thuringiensis into Brinjal. This is said to

give the Brinjal plant resistance against

lepidopteran insects like the Brinjal Fruit

and Shoot Borer Leucinodes orbonalis

and Fruit Borer Helicoverpa armigera.

What is the controversy about?

Bt Brinjal has generated much debate

in India. The promoters say that Bt

Brinjal will be beneficial to small farm-

ers because it is insect resistant, in-

creases yields, is more cost-effective and

will have minimal environmental im-

pact. On the other hand, concerns about

Bt Brinjal relate to its possible adverse

impact on human health and bio-safety,

livelihoods and biodiversity.

What is the official response to the con-

troversy?

The Ministry of Environment and Forests

(MoEF) has a statutory body called the

Genetic Engineering Approval Commit-

tee (GEAC) which has recommended the

environmental release of Bt Brinjal in

India based on the recommendations of

the Review Committee on Genetic Ma-

nipulation (RCGM), a statutory body and

two expert committees constituted by

the GEAC between 2006 and 2009. How-

ever the Minister of State (I/C) for Envi-

ronment and Forests, responding to

strong views raised both for and against

the introduction of the Bt Brinjal, has

called for public consultations across the

country before taking a final decision on

this issue.

The Constitution 115th
Amendment Bill, 2011

(GST)
Goods and services are taxed by both

the centre and the states. These taxes

include excise tax, sales tax, customs

duty,

service tax, and octroi. As per the Con-

stitution, some of these taxes are lev-

ied by both the centre and the states,

whereas

others are levied by only one of the two.

For taxes imposed by states, rates may

vary across different states. Over the

years, there have been attempts to

harmonise the existing system of taxa-

tion.

The Value Added Tax (VAT) for excise was

introduced by the centre in 1986 (first

as MODVAT and then as CENVAT), and

later by states. All states have now

adopted VAT to replace state sales tax.

Prior to the introduction of VAT, produc-

ers faced a burden of ‘multiple taxation’

(tax on both inputs used and the output

produced). Under VAT, this problem was

sought to be addressed as the tax paid

on the inputs is deducted from the tax

of the output produced.

The discussion paper released by an

Empowered Committee of State Finance

Ministers notes that though VAT has

been a

success, certain shortcomings remain.

Among these is the exclusion of several

central taxes, customs duties, state taxes

such as luxury tax, entertainment tax,

and service taxes from VAT.2 These prob-

lems are sought to be addressed

through

the introduction of a Goods and Services

Tax (GST). This tax would replace VAT and

other indirect taxes presently

levied and subsume them under a

harmonised system. According to a

Working Paper by the Ministry of Fi-

nance, GST

will result in greater administrative effi-

ciency, simplified and increased compli-
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ance and enforcement, reduction in

economic distortions due to inter-state

differences, and ease of information

sharing across states.

The Constitution (One Hundred and Fif-

teenth) Amendment Bill, 2011 was in-

troduced in the Lok Sabha by the Minis-

ter for

Finance on March 22, 2011. The Bill was

referred to the Standing Committee on

Finance (Chairman Shri Yashwant Sinha)

on March 29, 2011.

n The Bill seeks to amend the Con-

stitution to provide for the intro-

duction of a Goods and Services Tax

(GST).

n The Bill allows both Parliament and

state legislatures to frame laws

with respect to GST. Parliament will

have the exclusive power to levy

GST on imports and inter-state

trade.

n The Bill creates a Goods and Ser-

vices Tax Council consisting of state

Finance Ministers, the Union Fi-

nance Minister, and Union Minis-

ter of State for Revenue to make

recommendations with respect to

GST.

n The Bill provides for a Dispute

Settlement Authority to settle dis-

putes between states or between

states and the Union with regard

to GST.

Appeals from the Authority lie with

the Supreme Court.

n The Bill exempts certain commodi-

ties from GST, including petroleum

products and alcoholic liquor for

human consumption.

Key Issues

n The GST Council will recommend

harmonised tax rates, and disputes

regarding these rates will be adju-

dicated by the Dispute Settlement

Authority (with appeal to the Su-

preme Court). This structure, in

which executive and judicial bod-

ies determine tax rates, may im-

pinge on the rights of legislatures.

n The Bill seeks to amend the Con-

stitution to provide that Parliament

and state legislatures may both

frame laws with regard to GST with-

out providing for Parliamentary su-

premacy.

n The GST Council shall make all de-

cisions by “consensus”. It is unclear

whether this may be interpreted as

majority or unanimity.

n The exclusion of certain commodi-

ties from GST is contrary to the rec-

ommendations of the Thirteenth

Finance Commission and Depart-

ment of Revenue.

n The Bill constitutionally requires a

“Union F inance Minister” and

“Union Minister of State in charge

of Revenue”. This could undermine

the flexibility of the Prime Minis-

ter in forming a Council of Minis-

ters.

Key Features

n The Bill amends the Constitution to

enable both Parliament and state

legislatures to frame laws for the

introduction of a

n It creates a GST Council to make

recommendations on the working

of the GST to the centre and states.

It also creates a Dispute Settlement

Authority to resolve disputes be-

tween states or between states and

the centre.

Levy of Goods and Services Tax

n The Bill defines GST as any tax on

the supply of goods or services.

n The Bill deletes several taxes in the

Union List and State List, as well as

Article 268A, which provides for the

levy of tax on services. Under the

Bill, these taxes will be subsumed

by GST. In addition, the Bill allows

both Parliament and state legisla-

tures to frame laws regarding GST.

Unlike items in the Concurrent List,

laws framed by state legislatures on

GST will not be overridden by laws

made by Parliament.

n Taxes on imports and inter-state

trade shall be collected by the cen-

tral government. The distribution

of these taxes between the centre

and the states shall be determined

by Parliament.

n The following goods are exempted

from the purview of GST: (a) petro-

leum crude, (b) high speed diesel,

(c) petrol, (d) natural gas, (e) avia-

tion turbine fuel, and (f) alcohol for

human consumption. States shall

have the power to levy taxes on

these items, except in the case of

imports and inter-state trade. Un-

like these goods, tobacco and to-

bacco products are not exempted

from GST. However, the central

government may still impose excise

duty on them.

n State legislatures will have the

power to levy certain taxes to the

extent collected by Panchayats or

Municipalities.

n These include octroi, entertain-

ment tax, and amusement tax.

n Stamp duties mentioned in the

Union List shall be levied by the

centre and collected by the states.

The Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional

Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of  Forest

Rights) Amendment
Rules, 2012

The government notified the Scheduled

Tribes and Other Traditional Forest

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)

Amendment Rules, 2012 on September

6, 2012. These Rules amend the Sched-

uled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)

Rules, 2008, notified under the Sched-

uled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)

Act, 2006.

The Act recognises and vests forest

rights and occupation of forest land with

Scheduled Tribes and other traditional

forest dwellers. These rights include the

right to collect and sell minor forest pro-

duce and the right to live in the forest

land for habitation or self-cultivation for

livelihood, etc.

The amending Rules introduce the pro-

cess to be followed by the Gram Sabha
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and district level committee, the process

for the recognition of rights and amends

certain definitions. Some of the key

amendments include:

Definitions

n ‘Bonafide livelihood needs’ refers

to the fulfillment of livelihood

needs (earlier sustenance needs).

These can be fulfilled through the

sale of surplus produce.

n A definition of ‘community rights’

was added and includes rights such

as (a) ownership, access to collect,

use and dispose of minor forest

produce, (b) fishing and grazing,

and (c) conversion of all forest vil-

lages into revenue villages.

n ‘Disposal of minor forest produce’

includes individual or collective

processing and storage by the

Scheduled Tribes. The produce can

be transported through appropri-

ate means of transport (earlier

transportation was only permis-

sible by head-loads, bicycle and

handcarts).

Process of recognition of rights

n A process to identify unrecorded or

unsurveyed settlements or forest

villages by every Panchayat was in-

troduced. A process of recognition

of individual rights and community

rights has been incorporated.

n The delineation of community for-

est resources may include existing

legal boundaries such as reserve

forests, protected forests and na-

tional parks.

Gram Sabha

n The Gram Sabha shall monitor the

committee constituted for the pro-

tection of wildlife, forest and

biodiversity. It has to approve all

decisions of the committee pertain-

ing to the issue of transit permits

to transport minor forest produce,

use of income from sale of produce,

or modification of management

plans. The collection of minor for-

est produce is to be free of all fees.

The committee has to prepare a

conservation and management

plan for community forest re-

sources.

n The Forest Rights Committee (FRC)

of the Gram Sabha shall not reex-

amine recognised forest rights or

interfere in the verification of

claims that are pending.

n The number of Scheduled Tribes

represented on the FRC has in-

creased from one-third to two-

thirds.

n The quorum of the Gram Sabha

meeting has been decreased from

two thirds to one-half of the mem-

bers. Atleast one-third of the mem-

bers present shall be women. While

passing a resolution regarding the

claims of forest rights, atleast 50

per cent of the claimants to forest

rights or their representatives

should be present.

District level committee

n The committee should ensure that

a certified copy of the record of the

right to community forest resource

is provided to the Gram Sabha.

State level monitoring committee

n The committee should meet atleast

once in three months to monitor

the recognition, verification and

vesting of forest rights, and furnish

a quarterly report to the central

government.

The Piracy Bill, 2012
The Departmentally-Related Parliamen-

tary Standing Committee on External

Affairs submitted its 16th Report on ‘The

Piracy Bill, 2012’ on August 14, 2012.

The Committee was chaired by Mr.

Ananth Kumar.

The Bill seeks to implement provisions

related to piracy mentioned in the

United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea, 1982 (UNCLOS). According to

the Statement of Objects and Reasons

of the Bill, piracy as a crime is not in-

cluded in the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

This has led to problems in prosecution

of pirates presently in the custody of

Indian police authorities.

n The Committee recommended that

the nomenclature of the Bill be

amended to Anti-Maritime Piracy

Bill, 2012.

n The Committee suggested that in

the long title of the Bill, “suppres-

sion” of piracy may be substituted

with the word “repression”. This

would be in line with the language

in the UNCLOS.

n The provisions of the Bill apply to

the activities of the pirates on the

high seas. However, the Suppres-

sion of Unlawful Acts against Safety

of Maritime Navigation and Fixed

Platform on Continental Shelf Act,

2002 contains similar provisions to

deal with offences in territorial wa-

ters. The Committee recom-

mended that the Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs (MEA) ensure procedural

and operational conformity be-

tween both these enactments.

n According to the Government of

India (Allocation of Business) Rules,

1961 the MEA has been allocated

the matters relating to Law of the

Sea, piracy and crimes committed

on high seas, etc. Hence, the Com-

mittee recommended that the

MEA should be designated as the

nodal ministry.

n The Committee recommended that

an Inter-Agency Coordination be

set up for investigation, prosecu-

tion and providing evidence during

the trial process.

n A number of ministries such as Min-

istries of Home Affairs, External Af-

fairs, Defence and Shipping would

be involved in the arrest of pirates,

their identification, and handing

over, imprisonment, prosecution to

handing over to country of origin

after the punishment. Given the

number of Ministries involved in

the implementation of the Bill, the

Committee suggested that Rules

and Standard Operating Proce-

dures should be notified.

n The Committee proposed that at

least one designated court should

be identified in each coastal state

in the Rules made under this Bill.
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This would allow these cases to be

fast tracked.

n The Bill punishes an act of piracy

with imprisonment for life. How-

ever, when the accused has caused

death while committing the act of

piracy, he may be punished with

death. The Committee suggested

that the provision of death penalty

be reviewed, given that in the past

countries have refused to extradite

accused persons to India due to the

existence of the death penalty in

Indian law.

n The Bill shifts the burden of proof

on the accused. The Committee

suggested that the Ministry of Law

and Justice be consulted to avoid any

conflict with Indian criminal law.

n The Committee are of the view that

the Bill must include provisions for

legal immunity for acts done in

good faith by duly authorized secu-

rity personnel.

n n n


